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ELECT, CALLED AND CHOSEN 
By Victor M. Eskew 

The words that title this arti-
cle are not used by members of the 
church of Christ very often even 
though each one of them is found 
numerous times in the New Testa-
ment.  One of the reasons we do not 
is because Calvinism has highjacked 
the terms.  In fact, not only has Cal-
vinism highjacked the words, but it 
has also attached meanings to them 
that are false.  In this article, we 
want to look at these terms in light 
of God’s holy Word. 

In Matthew 24, Jesus uses the 
word “elect” three times in His dis-

cussion of the fall of Jerusa-
lem.  “And except those days should 
be shortened, there should no flesh 
be saved:  but for the elect’s sake 
those days shall be short-
ened” (Matt. 24:22).  In verse 24, He 
uses the words again.  “For there 
shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall shew great signs 
and wonders; insomuch that, if it 
were possible, they shall deceive the 
very elect.”  Verse 31 carries the 
third time the Lord uses the word 
“elect.”  “And he shall send his an-

(Continued on page 3) 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt.%2024.22


 

NEWS AND NOTES 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain members:  Peggy Jarvis , Maxine Pool, Jim Field-
er, Hayes and Marjorie Grady, Jesse and Mary Vincent, and Jan Pigg. 

Family and Friends: Ted Lovett, Jerry Lovett, Teresa Tacker, Dale Pentecost, Brett Wyatt, 
Roger Rhoades, Bonnie Byerly,  Tommy Boggess, David Lemmons, Kim Burrows, Calvin 
Hall, Eddy Craft, Cathy and Steve Ernstberger and family and Shawn and Rhonda Culver, 
and Lucetria Hutchison.  

PANTRY ITEMS August 2023: 6—Sweet Pickles;  13-Canned Potatoes; 20-Toliet Tissue; 
27-Mustard.All items must be non-perishable or canned. 

 August 2023;  Anniversaries: 13-Gail & Jonnie.  Birthdays: 4—Teresa Enoch;10—Brent 
Morris; 21—Jackie Spiceland. Did we miss anyone? Please let us know. 

ENROLL IN A FREE BIBLE CORRECSPONDENCE COURSE. Send your name and 
complete mailing address and phone number to Green Plain church of Christ 3980 Murray 
Paris RD Hazel, KY 42049 or email your request to greenplaincoc@gmail.com.  

HOME BIBLE STUDY; Request a FREE home Bible study—“Back to the Bible” for any-
one who is interested in gaining more knowledge of the Bible. Contact us to set up a time for 
our teachers to come into your home or meet at our building to begin this study. 

TRACTS & DVD’S AVAILABLE for free in the front lobby. Let’s utilize these to bring 
others to Christ. 

 Whether you believe it or not, “In the beginning God crated the heavens and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1). 

 If you have any doubts about the way that you believed you were saved, shouldn’t you 
make sure by doing now what you have learned the Bible teaches you to do? 
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THSE TO SERVE AUGUST 2023 

Announcements: Chad Canter 

Table AM: Roy Wyatt & Junior Morris 

Table PM: 6-Roy; 13-Junior; 20-Roy; 27-Junior 

Opening Prayer AM: 6-Jonnie; 13-Bibby; 20-James; 

27-Jim Lowrie 

Closing Prayer AM: 6-Dave; 13-Mike; 20-Jesse;  

27-Chad 

Song Leaders: AM-Perry; PM-Mike; Wed-Chad 

Count Contribution: Roy and Junior 

Fall Session 
School of Biblical 

Studies 

 

September 18-November 6 

Each Monday 7:00—9:00 pm 

Everyone Is Invited! 

Romans—Josh Manning 

Daniel—Luke Puckett 
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gels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”  

The Greek word in each one of these 
verses is “eklektos.”  The prefix “ek” means 
“from” or “out of.”  The root word, “lego,” 
means “to gather, pick out.”  The elect are those 
who have been gathered out of the world.  An-
other way to describe these individuals is by us-
ing the words “the saved.”  Let’s insert the 
words “the saved” into Matthew 24:22.  “And 
except those days should be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved:  for the saved’s sake 
those days shall be shortened.”  No one would 
deny that “the elect” and “the saved” are synon-
ymous.  This is true in every instance where the 
words “the elect” are used.  Let’s look at one 
other verse.  In Colossians 3:12, Paul reveals the 
clothing of God’s elect.  “Put on therefore, as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mer-
cies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering.”  Now listen to the verse using 
the words “the saved.”  “Put on therefore as the 
saved of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mer-
cies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering.”  

The second word in our study is the word 
“called.”  To the saints in Rome, Paul 
wrote:  “Among whom ye also are the called of 
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 1:6).  The church at Corinth 
was also part of the called.  “Unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth, to them that are sancti-
fied in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours” (1 Cor. 
1:2).  To be “the called,” there must have been a 
call that was issued to these individuals. Was 
this call a personal God from God?  Was this a 
miraculous sign given to these individuals?  We 
are not left in the dark regarding the call.  Paul 
reveals that individuals are called by the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  “Whereunto he called you by 
our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 2:14).  Jesus want-
ed this call to go forth throughout the world.  He 
told His apostles:  “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 

16:15).  However, not all men are a part of “the 
called.”  In fact, Jesus tells that “many are 
called, but few are chosen” (Matt. 22:14).  

This leads us to the third word of our 
study, “chosen.”  In the Revelation, Jesus is pre-
sented as being victorious over His enemies 
in Revelation 17:14.  In that verse, those who are 
with Him are “called, and chosen, and faith-
ful.”  Peter referred to his readers as “a chosen 
generation” (1 Pet. 2:9).  Paul told the  church at 
Ephesus God had chosen them before the foun-
dation of the world.  “According as he hath cho-
sen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before 
him in love” (Eph. 1:4). 

There are two main views regarding these 
three words.  The Calvinist says that God elected 
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS to be saved before 
He laid the foundations of the world.  These are 
the ones who experience God’s call.  They can-
not resist the call because God has chosen them 
to be in the number of the redeemed.  Here is 
how one author sets forth the doctrine of elec-
tion: 

“Unconditional Election is defined in this 
manner through the catechisms and confessions: 
God did, by His most wise and holy counsel, of 
His own, freely and unchangeably ordain some 
men to heaven and some men to hell by the na-
ture of His good pleasure. In eternity, God has 
predetermined the course of everything and eve-
ryone. He had foreordained the eternal destiny 
of everyone whether to heaven or to hell for His 
glory. Men are unconditionally elected by God 
for His purposes without any prior works (good 
or evil) by which God would judge them good or 
evil. The election of men rests solely on the 
counsel and purposes of God. God has not de-
creed anything which he foresaw in the future, 
for that would place His decree upon foreseeing 
some- thing in the creature” (Unconditional 
Election – compiled by Dr. C. Matthew McMah-
on | Reformed Theology at A Puritan's Mind 
(apuritansmind.com). 

This view of election opposes the free 
moral agency of man.  Men are said to choose 
God because God has already chosen 

(Continued from page 1) 
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SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE  

CLASS 10:00 AM 

Book of  1 Thessalonians 

 

SUNDAY AM  WORSHIP 10:45  
“The Challenging Christ” 

 

SUNDAY PM WORSIP 6:00 
“John’s Account of the 

Crucifixion of Christ” 

 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 PM 
Book of Matthew 

A Bi-Weekly Podcast  Available 

wherever you get your Podcasts 

 

 
them.  Their election is unconditional.  They cannot resist 
God’s grace.  They will definitely be saved because God 
elected them to salvation.  

The second view of election states that God elected a 
CERTAIN GROUP of individuals to be saved.  This group 
of individuals is composed of all who obey the call of the 
gospel.  This view is the one that is consistent with several 
teachings of the gospel.  First, the Bible teaches that men 
are free either to serve God or to reject God (Josh. 
24:15).  Second, the Bible teaches that Jesus died for all 
and not just a select group of people only (2 Cor. 5:14-
15).  Third, the Bible teaches God is not a respecter of per-
sons who chooses to save one person and not another 
(Rom. 2:11).  Fourth, the Bible teaches that there are condi-
tions of salvation that all can meet in order to be saved 
(Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38).  Fifth, this view is consistent 
with the teaching that God’s nature is love, that is, looking 
out for the best interests of all men (1 John 4:16).  

Dear reader, are you part the elect?  Have you given 
heed to God’s call of salvation?  Are you part of the cho-
sen?  You do not have to wonder whether you have been 
elected or not, or wait to be part of the saved.  God secured 
the salvation of all men through the death of Jesus on Cal-
vary (John 3:16; 1 John 2:2).  However, God will not force 
men to be saved.  Thus, He gave conditions of salvation 
that must be obeyed in order to be one of the elect.  The 
terms are simple:  hear the word of God (Rom. 10:17), be-
lieve in Jesus as the Son of God (John 8:24), repent of sins 
(Luke 13:3), confess the name of Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:9-
10), and be baptized for the remission of sins (Mark 
16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16).  Note:  God did not predetermine 
your eternal destiny.  He left that choice in your hands.    

—Elect, Called, and Chosen 

(oceansidechurchofchrist.net)  

(Continued from page 3) 

  

COME VISIT WITH US 

The church building is located 

southeast of Murray  one mile off 

highway 641 - Near the corner of the 

Green Plain and Murray Paris Roads.  
We look  forward to seeing you!   

“A good man obtains favor from the 

LORD, But a man of wicked intentions He 

will condemn.  
A man is not established by wickedness, 

But the root of the righteous cannot be 

moved.” (Proverbs 12:2-3) 
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