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e Bible Classes 10 am

e Worship 10:45 am
and 2:00 pm

e Wednesday Bible
Study 7:00 pm
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e Mike Ernstberger
270-753-2108 Home

270-293-7027 Cell

e James Pigg
270-759-2145 Home

270-293-2319 Cell

Deacons

e  Bobby Hall
e  Jesse Vincent

Preacher

e Jonnie Hutchison
Cell: 270-978-7569

Supporting Works
India—Dale Foster, David
Nance. & Ronnie Gootam;

Hatti/Cuba: Arnold Gerson

Location

e Green Plain Church of Christ
3980 Murray Paris Road

Hazel, KY 42049
e Phone: (270) 492-8206
e greenplaincoc@gmail.com
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WHY CAN'T THEY SEE THE TRUE
CCHURCH? By Victor Eskew

“And I say also unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it” (Matt. 16:18). These
familiar words sprang from the
mouth of Jesus as He spoke to
His disciples in Cesarea Philippi
(Matt. 16:13). Peter made the
great confession that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the living God
(Matt. 16:16). Upon that bedrock
of truth, Jesus said He would
build His church.

There are many important
things to note in Jesus’
words. First, Jesus, not man, is
the builder of the church. Sec-
ond, Jesus promised to build only
one church, not many. Notice the
word ‘“church” is singular not
plural. Third, Jesus speaks of the
church as “my church.” It be-
longs to Him. He would pur-
chase it with His own blood
(Acts 20:28). Fourth, the church
is not a stop-gap measure in
God’s plan. It was something
that had been planned before the
foundation of the world (Eph.
3:10-11).  Jesus promised to
bring it to fruition. Fifth, Jesus
knew the church would be com-

ing in the near future. It was not
a reality when He spoke these
words, but it would be in the
coming days.

Acts 2 reveals when the
Lord’s church was estab-
lished. The Holy Spirit was
poured out on the apostles (Acts
2:1-4). They began to proclaim
the death, burial, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Too, they plainly
told lost sinners what they needed
to do to be saved (Acts
2:38). Many responded to their
words that day. “Then they that
gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three
thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). Ac-
cording to Jesus, those who be-
lieved and were baptized were
saved individuals (Mark
16:16). Those saved were added

to the church that same
day. “Praising God, and having
favor with all the people. And

the Lord added to the church dai-
ly such as should be saved” (Acts"
2:47). This is the first time the
church is spoken of as a present
reality. From this point on, the

church will become the subject of
(Continued on page 3)
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NEWS AND NOTES

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain members: Peggy Jarvis , Maxine Pool, Jim Field-
er, Hayes and Marjorie Grady, Marie Wyatt and Jim and Mary Lowrie.

Family and Friends: Ted Lovett, Jerry Lovett, Teresa Tacker, Dale Pentecost, Brett Wyatt,
Tommy Boggess, Kim Burrows, Nat Evans, Lucetria Hutchison, and Ted Clark.

PANTRY ITEMS February 2024: 4—Black-eyed Peas; 11-Carrots; 18-Canned Tomatoes;
25-Spaghetti Sauce.. All items must be non-perishable or canned.

February 2024; Anniversaries: 20-Karen & Martin Elkins Birthdays: 19-Maxine Pool;
25-Jan Pigg- Please let us know if we have left anyone out.

ENROLL IN A FREE BIBLE CORRECSPONDENCE COURSE. Send your name and
complete mailing address and phone number to Green Plain church of Christ 3980 Murray
Paris RD Hazel, KY 42049 or email your request to greenplaincoc@gmail.com.

HOME BIBLE STUDY: Request a FREE home Bible study— “Back to the Bible” for any-
one who is interested in gaining more knowledge of the Bible. Contact us to set up a time for
our teachers to come into your home or meet at our building to begin this study.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT GREEN PLAIN:

= Spring 2024 School of Biblical Studies each Monday, March 4—April 29. Classes: Ro-
mans Part 2-Josh Manning and 2 Corinthians Part 2—Jack Phillips. The time will be 7:00
to 9:00 pm.

= Spring Gospel Meeting April 7-11 with Bradley Smith preacher for the Hickory Grove
church of Christ. Mark you calendars and pray for theses efforts!

THSE TO SERVE February 2024
Announcements: Chad Canter WATCH
Table AM: Roy Wyatt & Junior Morris AND HEAR
Table PM: 4-Roy; 11-Junior; 18-Roy; THE
25-Junior ! GOSPEL
Opening Prayer AM: 4-Jonnie; 11-Bobby; 24]7
18-James; 25-Jim L GBNTV.ORG
Closing Prayer AM: 4-Mike; 11-Dave; 18-Jesse;
55-Perry GOSPEL
Song Leaders: AM-Perry; PM-Mike; Wed-Chad BROADCASTING
Count Contribution: Roy & Junior NETWORK
If you cannot serve contact Chad Canter
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(Continued from page 1)
the writings of the New Testament of Jesus
Christ.

Did you really hear what was said in
that last sentence? The New Testament
writers focus their attention on the precious
church of Christ from Acts 2 until Revela-
tion 22. If we want to see the church, learn
about the church, and become the church of
the first century, the way to do it is to pay
close attention to Acts, the Epistles, and the
Revelation. The church is displayed promi-
nently therein. We see it evangelizing the
world. We see it worshiping the Almighty
God. We see it edifying the saved. We see
it being benevolent to all men, especially to
those of the household of faith. We see it
seeking to remain pure. We see it disciplin-
ing those members who go astray. We see it
preparing for the return of the Lord Jesus on
the last day. The words that record these
sacred truths are not the words of men. Yes,
men penned the words, but the words were
breathed by God Himself. They were given
to inspired men by the Spirit of God. Peter
put it this way: “Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of Scripture is of any private in-
terpretation. For the prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:20-21).

All of the things that have been written
so far in this article seem to be so simple to
understand. Yet, the religious world is clue-
less about the true church, the Lord’s
church, the church of the first century. In
this article, we are asking: “Why?” There
are many reasons this could be the
case. First, most individuals, even those
who say they are religious, have never stud-
ied the Bible. They read the Bible from
time to time. They listen to others tell them
what the Bible says. But, they have not tak-
en the time to truly study the Bible detail. If

they studied with an open heart, they could
see the church in all its fulness. They would
appreciate both the divine side of the church
and the human side of the church. They
would long to be part of a church that seeks
to be just like the church found in the New
Testament.

A second reason individuals do not see
the true church is because they have been
deceived by the evil one. As Jesus said in
the Parable of the Tares, the devil has sown
tares among the wheat. A tare was similar
to wheat. In fact, it could be mistaken for
wheat by some. In like manner, Satan has
created churches that are somewhat similar
to the church of the Bible. These churches,
however, are man-made institutions. They
did not originate in the first century. Too,
they do not pattern their doctrines, their
worship, and their works after the church
we read about in the Bible. Satan has told
us that the differences are minor. He has
caused some to believe that the differences
do not matter. He has affirmed that feelings
and sincerity are more important than strict
compliance with the will of God.

A third reason some cannot see the true
church found in the Bible is because they
are more concerned with satisfying the flesh
than they are about pleasing God. Some
can see the church but they do not want
it. It is not flashy. It is not fun. It is not en-
tertaining enough. It does not have enough
programs to satisfy their tastes. They want
more pomp and ceremony. They want to fit
in with the masses. They want populari-
ty. They want something that is casual,
comfortable, and does not hold them ac-
countable. They do not see the Lord’s
church doing this, so they reject it. These
individuals are lovers of pleasure more than
lovers of God (2 Tim. 3:4).

One of the lessons that we did not point

(Continued on page 4)
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Green Plain Proclaimer

(Continued from page 3)

out earlier from Matthew 16:18 is that the Lord’s
church is an enduring church. The gates of hell cannot
prevail against it. What existed 2,000 years ago is still
in existence today. Few look for it. Many who find it
do not want it. Those who do appreciate it and become
members of it will be glad in the last day. It will be the
group that the Lord Jesus Christ comes for at the end of
time. “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, that he might present it
to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrin-
kle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish” (Eph. 5:26-27).

—Why Can't They See the True Church (oceansidechurchofchrist.net)

COME VISIT WITH US

The church building is located
southeast of Murray one mile off
highway 641 - Near the corner of the
Green Plain and Murray Paris Roads.
We look forward to seeing you!

Saved - in Christ
(Galatians 3:27)

Baptism (Acts 22:16)

Confess Faith _—
inChrist [Hommans LU0

Repent of your Sins (Acts 17:30)

Believe the Gospel (John 8:24)
Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:17)

Lost — without Christ
(Ephesians 2:12)

“Abide in Me, and | in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you

abide in Me.” John 15:4

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE

CLASS 10:00 AM
Book of I Timothy

SUNDAY AM WORSHIP

10:45
“Doing What | Can Do”

SUNDAY PM WORSIP 2:00
“The Church Must

Stand Fast”

Wednesday 7:00 pm
Study of Matthew

Podcast Available

A Bi-Weekly
wherever you get your Podcasts
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