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• Worship 10:45 am  

and 6:00 pm 

• Wednesday Bible 

Study 7:00 pm 

Elders 

• Mike Ernstberger  

270-753-2108  Home 

270-293-7027  Cell 

• James Pigg  

270-759-2145 Home 

270-293-2319 Cell 

Location 
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• Phone: (270) 492-8206 

•  greenplaincoc@gmail.com 
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Deacons 

• Bobby Hall 

• Jesse Vincent 

Preacher 

• Jonnie Hutchison  

Cell: 270-978-7569 

Supporting Works 
India—Dale Foster, David 

Nance. & Ronnie Gootam; 
MSOP—Eli Sales 

BIM—Duston Pool. 

Hatti/Cuba: Arnold Gerson 

“I WILL NOT BELIEVE” 
By Doy Moyer 

To hear of those who re-
nounce Jesus is both discouraging 
and tiring. Sadly, giving up on 
God is kind of an “in” thing to-
day, as online atheism has grown 
and taken hold of many young 
minds. Parents have trained their 
children and worked for many 
years only to see their children 
fall prey to the deceptions and se-
ductions of a godless world. This 
cannot be predicted, and no par-
ent wants to live through such a 
heartache, but this is one reason 
we need to continually shore up 
our faith and prepare ourselves 
for questions and discussion. We 
cannot stop the questions, and we 
want to encourage them, but we 
also must be prepared with rea-
sonable answers (cf. 1 Pet. 3:15). 

The good news on this front 
is that once we become acquaint-
ed with the typical arguments, 
we’ll rarely hear anything new. 
Occasionally we’ll hear a differ-
ent twist on an old argument, but 
if we are familiar with the catego-
ries of arguments made, we can 
prepare ourselves to deal with 
specific issues. While this list is 
not exhaustive, let’s think about 
some of the categories often char-
acterizing attitudes of unbelief: 

1. Requiring that any evi-
dence for Jesus be according to 
one’s own demands. “Unless I 
see XYZ, I won’t believe.” Then, 
confident that they won’t see 
what they’ve demanded, they can 
proudly say, “there’s no evi-
dence.” 

This is a problem Jesus had to 
face. When Jesus came into Cana, 
an official begged Him to heal his 
son. “So Jesus said to him, 
‘Unless you people see signs and 
wonders, you simply will not be-
lieve’” (John 4:48). Jesus per-
formed the sign, but it grieved 
Him that so many wouldn’t be-
lieve without it. There were times 
when Jesus refused to perform 
signs from those who demanded 
them (cf. Matt. 12:38-42). 

Thomas expressed a similar 
disposition: “So the other disci-
ples were saying to him, ‘We 
have seen the Lord!’ But he said 
to them, ‘Unless I see in His 
hands the imprint of the nails, and 
put my finger into the place of the 
nails, and put my hand into His 
side, I will not believe’ (John 
20:25). 

Believing and following Jesus 
is ultimately a matter of one’s 

(Continued on page 3) 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet.%203.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%204.48
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%2012.38-42
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2020.25
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2020.25


 

NEWS AND NOTES 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain members:  Peggy Jarvis, Maxine Pool, Jim Field-
er, Mary Lowrie, Hayes and Marjorie Grady, and Mary Vincent.  

Family and Friends: Ted Lovett, Jerry Lovett, Teresa Tacker, Kenneth Mizell,  Dale Pente-
cost, Brett Wyatt, Roger Rhoades, Nat Evans, Larry and Rose Wyatt. Bonnie Byerly, Kenny 
Arrington,  Tommy Boggess, Tish Clarke, and Bobby Ward. Please continue to pray for our 
brethren in Ukraine. Remember those this congregation is supporting in India.  

PANTRY ITEMS February 2023: 5—Canned Tomatoes;  12-Canned Potatoes;  
19—Any kind of Soups; 26—Pork-n-Beans. 

 February 2023;  Anniversaries: None.  Birthdays: 19-Maxine Pool; 25-Jan Pigg. Please 
let us know if we have left anyone out. 

ENROLL IN A FREE BIBLE CORRECSPONDENCE COURSE. Send your name and 
complete mailing address and phone number to Green Plain church of Christ 3980 Murray 
Paris RD Hazel, KY 42049 or email your request to greenplaincoc@gmail.com. You may al-
so enroll on our website.: greenplainchurchofchrist.org. 

HOME BIBLE STUDY; We offer a FREE in-home Bible study entitled “Back to the Bible” 
for anyone who is interested in gaining more knowledge of the Bible. Simply contact us to 
schedule a time for your study. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: The Spring session of our School of Biblical Studies begins 
on Monday, March 13, 2023 and continues each consecutive Monday at 7:00 pm 
through May 8th.  Jack Philips will continue his study on 2 Corinthians which he 
began last fall and John Sales will present a studies on the miracles of Jesus. Our 
Spring Gospel Meeting is scheduled for April 9-13, 2023 with Larry Powers. 
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THE GOSPEL 24/7  

GBNTV.ORG 

THOSE TO SERVE FEBRUARY 2023 
ANNOUNCEMENTS—Chad Canter 

SERVE AT LORD’S TABLE—Roy & Junior 

SERVE AT LORD’S TABLE PM 

2/5 Roy; 2/12 Junior; 2/19 Roy; 2/26 Junior 

OPENING PRAYER AM 

2/5 Jonnie; 2/12 Bobby; 2/19; James; 2/26 Jim L. 

CLOSING PRAYER AM 

2/5 Dave T; 2/12 Mike; 2/19 Jesse; 2/26 Don 

SONG LEADERS 

Sunday AM—Perry 

Sunday PM—Mike 
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will and desire. It’s rarely just about the evi-
dence. Yet, for those willing to hear, the evi-
dence is available. “Jesus said to him, 
‘Because you have seen Me, have you be-
lieved? Blessed are they who did not see, 
and yet believed. Therefore many other 
signs Jesus also performed in the presence 
of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; but these have been written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing you may 
have life in His name” (John 20:30-31). 

2. Brief, sweeping statements requiring 
much time to answer. Making a mess is 
easy. Cleaning up after a mess is painstaking 
and time-consuming. What this means is 
that we must be prepared to hear brief argu-
ments against God and then spend the need-
ed time to answer them. The frustrating part 
is that those who make these punch-line ar-
guments aren’t usually interested in the 
hearing the in-depth replies that are needed. 
These arguments against God are superfi-
cial, and many are content to rest on that as 
a basis for denying Jesus. In this case, it’s 
not about the arguments or seeking truth; 
it’s about the person’s will. Nevertheless, 
unless we deal with them, many can be led 
astray. 

3. Scientific-sounding pronouncements 
about God. Those who have come to deny 
God often use modern science as a catch-all 
for thinking that God is no longer needed. 
Why do we need God when we have sci-
ence? 

This view both misuses science and mis-
understands the nature of God. A particular 
scientist may well be adept in his own field, 
but when he uses science to cross over into 
sweeping pronouncements about God’s non-
existence, he is no longer in his field. For 

example, John Lennox (Oxford), answering 
atheistic scientist Stephen Hawking, points 
out, “we have a duty to point out that not all 
statements by scientists are statements of 
science, and so do not carry the authority of 
authentic science even though such authori-
ty is often erroneously ascribed to 
them” (10). He further points out, “There is 
a real conflict, but it is not science versus 
religion. It is theism versus atheism, and 
there are scientists on both sides” (12). 

The denial of God is not scientific. Sci-
ence, at any level, will never be in a position 
to deny God because science, as such, can 
only deal with material stuff, and God is not 
material stuff. No test, no experiment, no 
observation can ever pull God into a materi-
al box to prove or deny Him. This position 
is really just a restatement of the one above: 
“Unless I see scientific proof, I will not be-
lieve.” Yet they won’t ask for such proof 
when it comes to something like justice, 
love, or whether or not their own minds are 
capable of grasping real information. Why? 
Because they aren’t in the same categories. 

4. Misunderstandings and bad character-
izations of faith. This is one of more tire-
some of the issues that needs constant cor-
rection. Atheists will often define faith as 
“believing without evidence” or “believing 
in spite of evidence.” Faith is superstitious 
at best, and unworthy of a rational, thinking 
mind steeped in science and reality at worst. 
Nothing could be further from the truth, but 
this cements the atheist’s narrative that faith 
and reason (knowledge, science) are diamet-
rically opposed to each other. They aren’t. 
In fact, reason itself is not possible without 
a measure of faith, for true faith is trust (not 
merely a mental belief), and the ability to 
reason is based on the foundation that we 
can trust our minds to properly think. Faith, 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2020.30-31
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COME VISIT WITH US 

The church building is located 

southeast of Murray  one mile off 

highway 641 - Near the corner of the 

Green Plain and Murray Paris Roads.  
We look  forward to seeing you!   

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE 

CLASS 10:00 AM 

“The Book of Acts” 

 

SUNDAY AM  WORSHIP 10:45  
“Feeling the Weight 

of the Cross” 

 

SUNDAY PM WORSHIP 6:00 
“Walking on Water” 

 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 PM 
“A Study of the 

Book of Matthew” 

A Bi-Weekly Podcast  Available 

wherever you get your Podcasts 

properly understood, is deeply embedded in virtually 
everything everyone does, whether they think about it 
or not. 

5. Straw-manned statements about God. We com-
monly hear about the “flying spaghetti monster” or the 
“bearded sky fairy” or some such other nonsense. Much 
of what we hear about God is based on caricatures that 
Scripture knows nothing about. The challenge here is to 
make sure that what we are defending are not straw 
men or inadequate views of God. Rather, we need to be 
making our defense on the God we really do read about 
in Scripture. We shouldn’t allow ourselves to be drawn 
into debates about a god who doesn’t match what we 
find in Scripture. 

6. Serious questions that deserve real study and re-
sponse. While there is a great deal of bad information, 
bad argumentation, and straw-manning, there are those 
who are seeking truth and their questions deserve seri-
ous attention. We are not saying that there are no diffi-
culties or hard questions. There are plenty of those. The 
problem that many have run into is that they have ques-
tions and feel that the questions have not been ade-
quately addressed, so their doubts persist. 
We should not shun those questions. We should encour-
age people to ask the hard questions that they are strug-
gling with so that we can work together to better under-
stand the truth. 
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—“I Will Not Believe” - Special Study Articles ‹ Vestavia 

Church of Christ 

(Continued from page 3) 

As for God, His way is perfect; 

The word of the LORD is proven; 

He is a shield to all who trust in Him. “ 

2 Samuel 22:31  

https://www.vestaviachurchofchrist.com/resources/study-articles/2017/02/15/i-will-not-believe
https://www.vestaviachurchofchrist.com/resources/study-articles/2017/02/15/i-will-not-believe

