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IS THE LIFE YOU ARE NOW LIVING
MEANINGLESS? By Jonnie Hutchison

I suppose that each of us
would like to believe that the life
we are living has real meaning.
That whatever we accomplish in
life 1s beneficial to others and that
others see and appreciate our
contribution to society no matter
how large or small it may be.

When God created man and
placed him in the garden of Eden
he commanded him to “dress it
and keep it” (Gen. 2:15). God ex-
pected man to accomplish some-
thing worthwhile and meaningful
with his life. He also gave man
instructions regarding a certain
tree in the garden—the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil—
commanding him not to partake
of its fruit (Gen. 2:16-17). It’s ob-
vious that God desired man to use
his life to follow God’s will for
man’s own good. Sadly, man
chose not to obey God’s com-
mand and suffered the conse-
quences. Whatever man had ac-
complished to that point in dress-
ing and keeping the garden was
meaningless because part of his
punishment for choosing to diso-
bey God was separation from the
garden (Gen. 3:23-24).

Does a life lived without God

have any lasting meaning? Con-
sider the record of the rich man in
Luke 16:19ff. Here was a man
who wore the best and most ex-
pensive clothing and who “faired
sumptuously every day.” He had
everything he needed and more
but he lived his life without God.
We are not told of all his accom-
plishments in life. We do not
know all that he contributed to his
society. He may have accom-
plished many great things in the
eyes of his fellowman. What we
do know is that he died and was
buried and found himself in tor-
ments in hades. At that point what
did his previous life mean to him?
Of what value to him was his
wealth and accomplishments in
his life? There are only two
things mentioned that greatly
concerned this rich man in hades.
First, he asked for Abraham to
send the beggar Lazarus to dip his
finger in water so that he could
cool his tormented tongue. Sec-
ond, he expressed his concern for-
his brothers who were still living
asking Abraham to send Lazarus
back from the dead to warn them
to change their lives so that they

(Continued on page 3)
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NEWS AND NOTES

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain _Members: Maxine Pool, Jim Fielder (Spring
Creek), Dave & Ann Thompson (Hickory Woods), Joan Lathrop, Wanda Barrett, and Roy
and Marie Wyatt. Mary Vincent is home, Jesse Vincent has returned to Paris for more rehab.
Jimmy Cochran is home and doing well.

Family and Friends: Ted Lovett, Jerry Lovett, Teresa Tacker, Dale Pentecost, Brett Wyatt,
Kim Burrows, Nat Evans, Lucetria Hutchison, Ted Clark, Larry and Rose Wyatt, ,Patrice Wy-
att, Jackie Herndon, Janice Canter, Peyton Mays, Patricia Dowdy and Darren Mays.

PANTRY ITEMS December 2025: 7-Peas; 14-Carrots; 21-Green Beans; 28-Corn, All items
must be non-perishable or canned.

December 2025; Anniversaries: 17-Mary & Jesse Vincent; BIRTHDAYS: 7-Mike Ernstberger;
9-Debbie Ernstberger; 12-Wanda Cochran ; 12-Jesse Vincent; 17-Marie Wyatt; 18-Wanda Barrett.

HOME BIBLE STUDY:; Request a FREE home Bible study— “Back to the Bible” for any-
one who is interested in gaining more knowledge of the Bible. This study can be conducted
in your home or in our building. You may call 270-978-7569 or write us at Green Plain
church of Christ 3980 Murray Paris RD, Hazel, KY 42049.

ENROLL IN A FREE BIBLE CORRECSPONDENCE COURSE. Send your name, com-
plete mailing address and phone number to Green Plain Church of Christ 3980 Murray Paris

Rd, Hazel, KY 42049 or enroll online on our webpage. This is a great way to increase your
Bible knowledge.

THOSE TO SERVE December 2025 GOSPEL
A ™ BROADCASTING
nnouncements: Mike
NETWORK
Lord’s Table AM: James and Chad https://gbntv.org
Lord’s Table PM: 7-Chad; 14-James; 2| -Chad; Or watch on
28-James Youtube.com

Opening Prayer AM; 7-Bobby; 14-Jonnie; 2| -Jimmy;

Live Broadcast &

28-Perry .
Free Videos
Closing Prayer AM: 7-Russell; 14-Don;21-Jesse on Demand
28-Roy “Answering the Error”
“Counterpoint”
Song Leaders: AM-Perry; PM-Chad;Wednesday-Mike “Preaching the Gospel”

“The authentic Christian”
Count Contribution: James and Chad And many more!
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(Continued from page 1)

might not come to where the rich man was.
Neither of these requests could be fulfilled.
The fact is that living without God, the rich
man’s life and accomplishments were ulti-
mately meaningless.

What about your life dear reader? Are
you living your life without God? If so, then
whatever you may be accomplishing in your
life is ultimately meaningless for you will
find yourself in the same position as the rich

man who lifted up his eyes being in torment.

Only submission to God will give your
life real and lasting meaning. The Bible puts
it this way in Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, “Let us
hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God and keep His commandments, For
this is man's all, For God will bring every
work into judgment, Including every secret
thing, Whether good or evil.”

PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT MONEY By Roger Campbell

Tiny children are often fascinated with
money because it is shiny and small enough
to go into their mouth. Then, kids reach the
point when they understand that money has
the power to buy things. That is a new reason
for them to like money. Later, in their teenage
years their thinking can be dominated by a
desire to possess money in order to impress
others or to buy things that dad and mom
won’t buy for them. As adults, well, a lot of
adults are still fond of money.

Money, in and of itself, possesses no
moral qualities. Money is neither righteous
nor unrighteous. Money is an inanimate ob-
ject, a means or tool to help humans obtain
something else. It is one’s attitude toward
money or riches that counts. In order to help
us keep a handle on our attitude, we offer the
following six truthful statements about mon-
ey. May they serve as a reminder and/or
warning to all of us:

(1) Money cannot buy love. Way back in
the 1960’s the Beatles were singing, "I don’t
care too much for money, ‘cause money can’t
buy me love." It was true then, and it is still
true now. Money may impress folks and at-
tract them to a money-possessing person, but
money cannot buy genuine love. Young peo-
ple, are you listening?

(2) Money doesn’t grow on trees. How
many times did we hear our parents tell us
that when we wanted something that we
could not afford? Because it is true that mon-
ey does not grow on trees, and we cannot
have it at the snap of our finger, then we need
to be good stewards with the funds that God
has placed in our hands (1 Corinthians 4:2).
Our Lord says, "Owe no man any-
thing" (Romans 13:8). Christians ought not to
use credit cards to the extent that they get
themselves into debt that they cannot pay off.

(3) Money is not the root of all evil, but
the love of money is (I Timothy 6:10). The
love of money is covetousness, and covetous-
ness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Such a love
affair with material riches has ruined friend-
ships, marriages, and even congregations.
How sad.

(4) Money never has and never will save
a soul. Money can be used to help support the
preaching of the gospel (2 Corinthians
11:8,9). It is also an instrument that assists us
in edifying the faithful, but still, money can-
not save souls.

(5) Money will not accompany us when
we leave this world. Regardless of how much
money one has, the money stays behind —

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
you can’t take it with you. "For we brought nothing into

this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out" (1
Timothy 6:7).

(6) Money is not success, and success is not pos-
sessing money. Oh, if we could only help folks, includ-
ing ourselves, see this point! Some rich people will go
to hell. And, some poor folks will go to heaven. One’s
eternal destiny is not determined by his/her financial
status. You want success, you say? Then listen carefully
to what the Lord once told Joshua: "This book of the
law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all that is written therein: for
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou
shalt have good success" (Joshua 1:8). THAT is true
success. Let each of us resolve to accept the truth about
money, and in the process beware of "the deceitfulness
of riches" (Mark 4:19). -- Via St. Peter’s church of
Christ Bulletin.

COME VISIT WITH US

The church building is located
southeast of Murray one mile off
highway 641 - Near the corner of the
Green Plain and Murray Paris Roads.
We look forward to seeing you!

Saved = in Christ
(Galatians 3:27)

Confess Faith offe
inCheist | Romans 10:10)

Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:17)

Lost - without Christ
(Ephesians 2:12)

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE
CLASS 10:00 AM
“A Study of Mark”

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM
“How Will You End This Year?”’

SUNDAY WORSIP 2:00 PM
“The Influence of the
Holy Spirit”

Wednesday 7:00 PM
“A Study of | Kings”

A Bi-Biweekly Podcast Available
wherever you get your Podcasts




