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MAN’S WORKS OR GOD’S WORKS 
By Jonnie Hutchison 

Salvation is not something 
one earns by his or her own 
works.  “For by grace you 
have been saved through 
faith, and that not of your-
selves; it is the gift of God, not 
of works, lest anyone should 
boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  
There are any number of reli-
gious people who, out of igno-
rance, are attempting to be 
saved by their own works ra-
ther than by God’s works.  
The religious traditions of men, 
which are not found in the Bi-
ble, constitute an effort to be 
saved by works other than 
those required by God. 

Does God require “works” 
for salvation? Yes, but not 
those originated by man. The 
inspired James wrote, “You 
see then that a man is justified 
by works, and not by faith on-
ly” (James 2:24). Can it be any 
more plain? There are certain 
“works” involved in man’s justi-
fication before God. What are 
these works? Simply put, they 
are works of obedience to 
what God requires for man’s 
salvation from sin.  Inspiration 

uses Abraham as an example 
of justification by the works of 
God. “Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works when 
he offered Isaac his son on the 
altar? Do you see that faith 
was working together with his 
works, and by works faith was 
made perfect?” (James 2:21-
22). When Abraham offered 
Isaac on the altar was he 
working his own works or the 
works of God? Since he of-
fered Isaac “by faith” it follows 
that he was justified by obey-
ing what God commanded 
him, thus he was working , not 
his own works, but the works 
of God. Recognition of this dis-
tinction is vital to understand-
ing the place of obedience in 
God’s plan for man’s salvation 
from sin. While the doctrine 
and commandments of men 
are followed in vain (Matthew 
15:8-9; Colossians 2:20-23), 
submission to the commands 
of the Lord  revealed in the Bi-
ble leads to salvation. The He-
brew writer declares that Je-
sus is “the author of eternal 
salvation to all who obey 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

NEWS AND NOTES 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain Members: Maxine Pool, Jim Fielder (Spring 
Creek), Dave & Ann Thompson (Hickory Woods), Joan Lathrop, Wanda Barrett, Jesse Vin-

cent (Patriot Health and Rehabilitation Center in Paris, TN), and Roy and Marie Wyatt. 

Family and Friends: Ted Lovett, Jerry Lovett, Teresa Tacker, Dale Pentecost, Brett Wyatt, 
Kim Burrows, Nat Evans, Lucetria Hutchison, Ted Clark, Larry and Rose Wyatt, ,Patrice Wy-

att, Jackie Herndon, Janice Canter, Peyton Mays, Patricia Dowdy, Darren Mays, and Tim Bishop. 

PANTRY ITEMS November 2025: 2-Spigetti Sauce; 9-Canned Potatoes; 16-Pork-n-Beans; 23-

Diced Tomatoes; 30-Peaches. All items must be non-perishable or canned.  

November 2025; Anniversaries: 1-Ann & Dave Thompson; 17-Debbie & Mike Ernstberger; 23-
Joan & Russell Lathrop. BIRTHDAYS: 11– Joan Lathrop; 15-Jonnie Hutchison 

HOME BIBLE STUDY; Request a FREE home Bible study—“Back to the Bible” for any-
one who is interested in gaining more knowledge of the Bible. 

ENROLL IN A FREE BIBLE CORRECSPONDENCE COURSE. Send your name, com-
plete mailing address and phone number to Green Plain Church of Christ 3980 Murray Paris 
Rd, Hazel, KY 42049 or enroll online on our webpage. This is a great way to increase your 
Bible knowledge. 

ATTNEION; There will be no bulletin published for next Sunday. We hope all have a 
Happy Thanksgiving and safe travels this week.  
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THOSE TO SERVE November 2025 

Announcements: Chad Canter 
 

Lord’s Table AM:  Bobby & Perry 

Lord’s Table PM: 2-perry; 9-Bobby; 16-Perry;  

23-Bobby; 30-Perry 

 
Opening Prayer AM; 2-Jonnie; 9-James; 16-Jimmy; 

23-Mike; 30-Chad 

 
Closing Prayer AM: 2-Roy; 9-Don; 16-Jesse; 23-Chad; 

30-Russell 

 

Song Leaders: AM-Perry; PM-Mike Wednesday-Chad 

 

Count Contribution: Bobby & Perry 

GOSPEL 

BROADCASTING 

NETWORK 

https://gbntv.org 

Or watch on 

Youtube.com 

 
Live Broadcast &  

Free Videos  

on Demand 
“Answering the Error” 

“Counterpoint” 

“Preaching the Gospel” 

“The authentic Christian” 

And many more 
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SIX THINGS NEEDED IN THE CHURCH By Gus Nichols  

 

Him” (Hebrews 5:8-9). What then of 
those who refuse to obey Him but substi-
tute their own works instead? Will Jesus 
save them?  

Faith is produced by the hearing of 
God’s word (Romans 10:17).No one 
may act by faith without a word from 
God. If what one practices in religion is 
not found in the New Testament of Jesus 
Christ then it is impossible to practice it 
by faith. Abraham had a word from God. 
He acted by faith upon that word and 
was justified by his works of obedience. 
Precious soul, if you would be justified 
you will follow in the steps of Abraham. 
That is, you will submit in loving, willing 

obedience to what God has commanded 
for your salvation from sin. Hear the 
good news of salvation (Romans 10:17), 
Believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God (John 8:24; 20:30-31; Mark 16:16). 
Repent of sin (Acts 17:30-31), Confess 
your faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9-10;Ac. 
8:37, and be immersed in water into the 
death of Jesus, there to reach His blood, 
and  receive the remission of sins (Acts 
2:38; Romans 6:3-5; Galatians 3:26-27; 
1 Peter 3:21). The Lord will add you to 
His church (Acts 2:41, 47). You then 
faithfully serve and worship  the Lord the 
rest of your life in the “good works” He 
has ordained (Ephesians 2:10), having 
been granted the hope of eternal life in 
heaven (Revelation 2:10; Titus 1:2).  

(Continued from page 1) 

1. The conversion of the members. The 
new birth consists of more than baptism. 
One has to be born of the Spirit and the 
water. Those of us who have been bap-
tized must have been led to believe in Je-
sus Christ as the Son of God and the Lord 
of our life. So many Christians seem to 
take a casual approach to Christianity. 
Conversion is in reality a matter of sur-
render of one’s life and commitment to 
Jesus Christ as the Lord of ourselves. 

2.     Regular Attendance. Yes, it takes more 
than attendance to be a Christian but there 
is no way to be a Christian and develop 
the Christ-like life without regular wor-
ship and Bible study. 

3.     Sanctification. There must be a clear-cut 
distinction between Christians and the 
world. The meshing of the church with 
the world is one of the greatest problems 
facing the 21st century 

4.     Liberality. The Lord’s people are learn-
ing more and more about sacrifice and 
generosity. For the first time in our mod-
ern history, churches are planning big 
things in the name of the Lord. It is not 
special contributions that will make the 
church liberal givers in the long run. But 
it is the commitment of regular, weekly, 
giving-as-prospered contributions that the 
church needs to develop liberality. 

5.     Unity. Many congregations are marred 
by schism, faction, and disharmony. The 
church must believe the same thing and 
work for the same goals. The work of the 
church must be so challenging that they 
require the unity of all to succeed. 

6.     Informed leadership. Leaders must be 
first of all committed to what the Bible says. 
Leaders must also know the people. They 
need to know how to lead and where to go. It 

(Continued on page 4) 
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SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE  

CLASS 10:00 AM 

“A Study of Mark 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM  

“Man of Courage—Ananias” 

 

SUNDAY WORSIP 2:00 PM 

To Be Announced 

 

Wednesday 7:00 PM 

“A Study of 1 Kings” 

A Bi-Biweekly Podcast  Available 

wherever you get your Podcasts 

COME VISIT WITH US 

The church building is located 

southeast of Murray  one mile off 

highway 641 - Near the corner of the 

Green Plain and Murray Paris Roads.  
We look  forward to seeing you!   

is not so much “who’s getting to run the church” as it is 
seeking to give pre-eminence to God.  -Selected 

(Continued from page 3) 

WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU? 

1.     The condition and appearance of your house, or what 
goes on inside your house? 

2.     The time you spend on the condition and appearance 
of your body, or the time you spend on the inner 
man? 

3.     Reading about life according to magazines and news-
papers, or about “life” according to God’s Word? 

4.     Loyalty to the company for which you work, or loy-
alty to the church of which you are a member? 

5.     Being on time for work, or being on time for worship 
and Bible study? 

6.     The temperature of the building in which the church 
meets, or the “temperature” of the church which 
meets inside the building? 

7.     The number of people who are friendly to you, or the 
number of people to whom you are friendly? 

8.     What you think of the sermon, or what God thinks of 
your response to the sermon? 

9.     The food you put into your and your children’s body, 
or the “food” you put into your and your children’s 
mind and soul?    

—By David Sain 

“The church must not retreat from 

the world...  

IT MUSTINFLUENCE IT! 
 

“You are the salt of the earth.” 

Matthew 5:13a 


