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SELF EXAMINATION By Jonnie Hutchison

The Bible is very clear on the
need for us to continuously exam-
ine ourselves as to whether or not
we are walking according to di-
vine truth. Previous to partaking
of the Lord’s Supper Christians
are instructed, “But let a man ex-
amine himself, and so let him eat
of the bread and drink of the
cup” (1 Corinthians 11:28). The
Greek word translated “examine”
in this passage is dokimazetoo
which means “to test...by impli-
cation, to approve” (Strong).
Thayer adds “to scrutinize...to
recognize as genuine after exami-
nation, to approve, deem worthy.”

Our salvation depends upon
maintaining faithfulness to Christ.
It should not surprise any Chris-
tian to know that God demands us
to examine ourselves, to scruti-
nize our words and actions, and
when we see something in our
lives contrary to the will of God
He expects us to make the neces-
sary changes to bring ourselves
back to faithfulness. The example
of the seven churches of Asia tes-
tifies to this truth. The Lord
called for their self-examination
and necessary repentance
(Revelation 3-4).

In 2 Corinthians 13:5 the Bi-

ble reads, “Examine yourselves
as to whether you are in the faith.
Test yourselves....” It’s easy for
us to put others in our spotlight
and see their shortcomings, but
what about seeing our own? One
will not see his own faults unless
and until he is willing to honestly
look at himself—to do that criti-
cal self-examination for which
this passage calls. Is it easy to do?
None of us likes to think of our-
selves as “bad people.” But the
purpose of self-examination is
improvement. When one exam-
ines himself and sees he is out of
step with the Lord’s word then
that is the time to make the neces-
sary changes to bring his life back
into harmony with the will of
God.

Someone has well said that
“none are so blind as those who
will not see.” We all have the
ability to see our faults if we will
but look. That person who fails to
engage in the Lord’s requirement
for self-examination will fail in
living as a Christian. With that in-
mind please honestly answer this
question: When is the last time
that you sat down and really took
a look at your words, your actions

(Continued on page 3)
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NEWS AND NOTES

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain _Members: Maxine Pool, Jim Fielder (Spring
Creek), Dave & Ann Thompson (Hickory Woods), Joan Lathrop, Wanda Barrett (Murray

Hospital), Roy and Marie Wyatt, Mary and Jesse Vincent, Jimmy Cochran and Carolyn
Byers.

Family and Friends: Ted Lovett, Jerry Lovett, Teresa Tacker, Dale Pentecost, Brett Wyatt,
Kim Burrows, Nat Evans, Lucetria Hutchison, Ted Clark, Larry Wyatt, Patrice Wyatt, Jackie
Herndon, Janice Canter, Peyton Mays, Patricia Dowdy and Darren Mays.

PANTRY ITEMS January 2026: 4-Peanut Butter 11-Jelly; 18-Canned Tomatoes; 25-Chili
Beans. All items must be non-perishable or canned.

January 2026: Anniversaries: None. BIRTHDAYS: 18-Karen Elkins.

HOME BIBLE STUDY; Request a FREE home Bible study— “Back to the Bible” for any-
one who is interested in gaining more knowledge of the Bible. This study can be conducted
in your home or in our building. You may call 270-978-7569 or write us at Green Plain
church of Christ 3980 Murray Paris RD, Hazel, K'Y 42049.

ENROLL IN A FREE BIBLE CORRECSPONDENCE COURSE. Send your name, com-
plete mailing address and phone number to Green Plain Church of Christ 3980 Murray Paris

Rd, Hazel, KY 42049 or enroll online on our webpage. This is a great way to increase your
Bible knowledge.

“For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and He ponders all his paths.” Prov.
5:21.

GOSPEL
THOSE TO SERVE January 2026
BROADCASTING
Announcements: James Pigg NETWORK
Lord’s Table AM: Mike & Russell https://gbntv.org
Lord’s Table PM: |-Chad; | I-Russell 18-Chad; Or watch on
25-JRussell Youtube.com
Opening Prayer AM; 4-Bobby; | | -Jimmy; 18-Jonnie; -
25-Perry Live Broadcast &
Fr i
Closing Prayer AM; 4-Don; | | -Roy; |8-Jesse ee Videos
on Demand
25-Chad .
“Answering the Error”
Song Leaders: AM-Perry; PM-Mike;Wednesday-Chad “Counterpoint™

‘“Preaching the Gospel”
“The authentic Christian”

Count Contribution: Mike and Russell
And many more!
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(Continued from page [)

work, and then he will have rejoicing in him-

and your attitude? When you test yourself self alone, and not in another. For each one

what do you see?

“But let each omne examine his own

shall bear his own load” (Galatians 6:4-5).

“l BELIEVE GOD WANTS METO BE HAPPY” By Todd Clippard

Earlier this year I was in a conversation
with a fellow Christian who made the fol-
lowing statement, “I believe God wants me
to be happy.” It was the second time I re-
member hearing those exact words coming
from a fellow Christian, and the circum-
stances and topic of discussion were exactly
the same — both men were divorced for rea-
sons other than fornication and looking for
an “out” from Matthew 19:9 so they could
remarry.

Where did anyone ever get the idea that
our personal happiness is God’s greatest de-
sire? While sermonizing not too long ago, |
made mention of evangelical sensation, Joel
Osteen, and his brazen refusal to speak
about sin, repentance or hell. Many have
rightfully identified him as nothing but a
“feel good” preacher. No one ever leaves
one of his services with any inclination that
they need to repent or amend their ways.
Tragically, this attitude toward preaching
and so-called Christian living has found its
way into the hearts and lives of Christians.
But think about the ramifications of this type
of thinking.

Such thinking says God is willing to
overlook, and worse still, condone sin for
the sake of one’s personal happiness. But
God is of purer eyes than to behold evil and
cannot look upon wickedness (Hab. 1:13). Is
God so desirous of your happiness that He
will condone adultery? How then will “for
whosoever shall divorce his wife, except it
be for fornication, and shall marry another,
commits adultery” (Mt. 19:9) be reconciled
with “know ye not that the unrighteous shall

not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not de-
ceived! Neither fornicators, nor idola-
ters, nor adulterers shall inherit the king-
dom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9-10)? These two
passages can never be reconciled under the
influence of this thinking. Speaking of heav-
en, John wrote, “And there shall in no wise
enter into it any thing that defileth, neither

whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh
a lie) "(Rev. 21:27).

But what other sins will God overlook in
order to ensure our happiness? If God is
willing to overlook sexual sins for the sake
of my happiness, then He most certainly will
overlook the drunkard and his love for the
bottle. No doubt He will ignore the gambler
whose high stakes poker games bring him
much joy. Without question He will disre-
gard the foul language of the man who finds
much pleasure in regaling his co-workers
with the latest jokes and off-color tales.
Where will it end?

It ends with God’s word as given to
Saul: “Hath the LORD as great delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying
the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than
the fat of rams...” (1 Sam. 15:22-23). More
than our  happiness, God  desires
our faithfulness. Jesus came to give us an
abundant life, but that life is not one of guar-
anteed joy. The early church was persecuted
and her members tortured and slain for their
faith (Acts 26:9-11). All such sacrifice was a
needless waste had they only known they

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3) COME VISIT WITH US
could deny the faith to ensure their happiness. The church building is located

_ Liledoun Rd church of Christ southeast of Murray one mile off
Taylorsville, NC highway 641 - Near the corner of the

Green Plain and Murray Paris Roads.

We look forward to seeing you!

ABOMINATION: “Something disgusting (morally),

i.e.an abhorrence.” (Strong).
“a vile, shameful, or detestable action, condition, habit,

etc.” (Dictionary)

THINGS THAT ARE AN
ABOMINATIONTO GOD
o IDOLATRY (Deut. 7:25;27:15; | Peter 4:3). SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE
. WITCHCRAFT (Deut. 18:9-12). CLASS 10:00 AM
“A Study of Luke”

. SOWING DISCORD (Prov. 6:16-19).
« LYING (Prov. 12:22). SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM
. WICKEDNESS (Prov. 15:8-9). “Developing Patience™
« THETHOUGHTS OF THE WICKED (Prov. |5:26). SUNDAY WORSIP 2:00 PM
o PRIDE (Proverbs 16:5). “The Highway of Holiness”
« JUSTIFYING WRONG AND CONDEMNING RIGHT

(Proverbs 17:15). Wednesday 7:00 PM
. THE PRAYERS OF THOSE WHO TURN FROM GOD’S A Study of | Kings

LAW (Proverbs 28:9).

o THINGS HIGHLY ESTEEMED AMONG MEN (Luke
16:15).

« DEVIOUS PEOPLE (Proverbs 3:32; 11:20).

o HYPOCRISY (Titus 1:16).

o FORNICATION (Revelation 17:4).

o UNRIGHTEOUSNESS (Deut. 25:16).

Proverbs 28:9

“One who turns away his ear from hearing the law,

A Bi-Biweekly Podcast Available
wherever you get your Podcasts

Even his prayer is an abomination.”




