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SELFISHNESS By Jonnie Hutchison 

Do you think of yourself as one 
who is selfish? The dictionary defines 
the word “selfish” as “lacking consider-
ation for  others; concerned chiefly  
with ones own personal profit or pleas-
ure.”  (Oxford Dictionaries).  By this 
definition how do you measure up? Be 
honest—are you selfish or unselfish?  

“Almost every sinful action ever 
committed can be traced back to a self-
ish motive. It is a trait we hate in other 
people but justify in our-
selves” (Stephen Kendrick, The Love 
Dare). What motivated Eve to yield to 
the temptation to eat of the fruit of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil? 
So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit and ate. 
She also gave to her husband with her, 
and he ate” (Genesis 3:6). Notice the 
elements of personal pleasure and profit 
which led to Eve selfishly eating of 
what God had forbidden: the fruit was 
appealing to the sight, it was edible and 
eating it would lead to knowing good 
and evil. Eve did not consider the im-
pact that her disobedience would have 
on either herself or Adam or their rela-
tionship to God. Believing Satan’s lie 
she selfishly desired the fruit and she 
selfishly ate it. Tragically this  scenario 
is repeated over and over again in the 
lives of people today. Sin is rampant in 
our world because selfishness is ram-
pant. 

Jesus taught us to reject selfishness. 
He taught us to “deny ourselves” and to 
“take up our cross” and follow Him 
(Matthew 16:24). Though one may de-

sire what God says is sinful and destruc-
tive to our souls exercising self-denial 
means we will refuse to give in to it. 
We will rather reject it in order to fol-
low Jesus. 

Overcoming selfishness requires 
love. Until one loves God with all of 
his heart, soul and mind he will not con-
quer selfishness (Matthew 22:37). We 
put the needs of those we truly love 
above our own. One of the great charac-
teristics of love which is set forth in the 
Bible is  that love “does not seek its 
own” (1 Cor. 13:5). Love is not selfish. 
One who loves is giving and puts others 
before himself. One who loves God will  
submit to God’s will while denying his 
own.  

Overcoming selfishness requires 
a recognition of the need for God’s 
guidance in life. Selfishness has led to 
making many wrong choices that have 
resulted in much heartache and sorrow 
in life (Eg. Eve and Adam). The Word 
of God gives the necessary guidance in 
making right choices which not only 
gives purpose and meaning to life but 
also brings peace and happiness. (See 1 
Peter 3:10-12; Jeremiah 10:23).  

Overcoming selfishness requires 
a realization of how deceptive and 
destructive sin is.   Accepting the fact 
that sin leads to spiritual death 
(separation from God—Romans 6:23) 
should motivate one to have a desire to 
accept the offer of pardon that our lov-
ing and merciful God provides through 
Jesus Christ. However, sin, over time, 
hardens the human heart making it diffi-

(Continued on page 3) 



 

NEWS AND NOTES 

 REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain members: Mary Lowrie,  Paul Brandon, Lori Brandon, J im 
Fielder, Alex Barrett, Rex Enoch, Steve Enoch Peggy Jarvis, Teresa Enoch, Mary Vincent and Oneta 
Morris.  Nursing Homes: Marguerite Stubblefield, , Nancy Meacham, and Binitta Irvan. Family and 
Friends: Hugh Bolton, Stacy Hedrick, Harold and Betty  Pond, Harry Lovett, Naomi Pigg, Norman Par-
ker, Janie Suiter, Betty Jeffcoat, Virgil Hale, Kim Thomas, Kenneth Miz-
ell, Cynthia Kearbey, Will and Nancy Winchester, Eva Darnell, Jason 
Sales, Todd Hill, Wallace Parker, Ruthie Parker, Lonnell Parker. Donna 
Boyd  and Kenneth Starks. Please remember these with visits, cards and 
in your prayers. 

 Our sympathy is extended to the family of Patricia Lovett who passed 
from this life  this past week. Please remember Jerry and family in prayer. 

 Bradly Smith will be our guest speaker next Sunday evening. 

 The July 2016 Calendar is available in the lobby. Be sure and pick up 
your copy. 

 AREA EVENTS:  Gospel Meeting at the Williams Chapel church of 
Christ with B.J. Clarke preaching, July 10-14. Sunday evening services at 
7:30 pm. Monday-Thursday at 7:00 pm. Gospel Meeting at the Hickory Grove church of Christ, July 10-
14 with Jerry Joseph preaching. Sunday evening services are at 7:30 PM. Monday—Thursday at 7 M. 
Gospel Meeting at the Maple Hill church of Christ, July  10-12 with Garland Robinson. Sunday evening 
services are at 7:30 pm. Monday –Tuesday  at 7:00 pm. West Kentucky Bible Lectures  at the Sunny slope 
church of Christ in Paducah is scheduled for July 17-19. More details to follow. 

 Pantry items for July: 3rd—Canned Beets; 10th—paper towels; 17th—Green Beans; 24th—toothpaste; 
31—Peanut butter. 

 Please remember our snacks for the hospital program and place your items in the baskets in the lobby. 
Thanks for supporting this program. 

 Continue to pray for Dean Crutchfield and the Lord’s work in India and brother Adam Evans and the 
Lord’s work in Tanzania. See the mission board for the latest reports from these respective works includ-
ing letters from some of the Indian preachers supported by this congregation. 

 PASS IT ON!! Please pass this bulletin on to a friend, relative, neighbor or fellow employee when you 
have finished reading it. Use it as a means to evangelize. Pick up some extra copies and distribute them to 
others. 
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RESEARCH  

QUESTION 

What kind of 
“works” are  
necessary to man’s 
salvation? 

Last Week Does the Bible teach that 
Peter was a married man? Where? 

Answer: Yes, Peter  (Cephas) had a wife 
(1 Corinthians 9:5). 

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

greenplainchurchofchrist.org 
(Scan Image with your QR coder Reader to go to website) 

Lessons Today 

 
Morning: “The Church in 

Antioch” 
 

Evening: “Studies from 

James  #12” Read  

chapter three. 
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cult for the sinner to see his true spiritual condition. 
Only by being exposed to divine truth through the 
hearing of the more powerful Word of God revealed 
in the Bible may this deceptive power of sin be bro-
ken  and thus selfishness eliminated (Rom. 1:16; 
10:17; Hebrews 4:12). One must see himself as God 
sees him—a sinner, miserable, poor, blind and lost 
without any hope, but in need of God’s saving grace 
(Revelation 3:17; Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Overcoming selfishness requires one to real-
ize who is really in control of his/her life. The 
selfish person believes that he or she is making the 
decisions and is in full control. Yet, this is just one 
more instance of the deception of the devil and sin. 
If one chooses to reject God he has relinquished 
control of himself to the devil. Jesus said, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is 
the servant [slave] of sin” (John 8:34). Being saved  
is being delivered from the bondage of sin (Romans 
6:3-12).  

Overcoming selfishness requires one to relin-
quish control of self to God. This is not an easy 
thing for most people to do. This is at the heart of 
what the Bible calls :repentance.” It involves not 
only an acknowledgement of ones sins but an ear-
nest desire to turn completely away from them and 
submit ones will to God’s will in loving obedience 
(Acts 17:30; John 14:15; Hebrews 5:8-9). Until one 
willingly gives control over to God there will be no 
change in ones selfishness and one will continue 
down the path of destruction. 

Dear reader  if you are guilty of being selfish 
we plead with you to give up your selfishness and 
turn to God  for salvation. Don’t allow the devil, the 
architect  of selfishness, to deceive and control you. 
Follow the example of the Lord in obedience to the 
Father who selflessly gave Himself to die on the 
cross so that you could be saved by His precious 
blood. “For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16).  

(Continued from page 1) 

For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do 
not regret it; though I did regret it. For I perceive 
that the same epistle made you sorry, though only 
for a while. Now I rejoice, not that you were made 
sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For 
you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you 
might suffer loss from us in nothing. For godly sor-
row produces repentance leading to salvation, not to 
be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces 
death.     2 Corinthians 7:8–10 

f Jesus Himself were to tell you that you have to 
build a house in order to be saved, what would you 
do? If you didn’t already know how to perform such 
a task, you would probably get busy learning car-
pentry and practicing the skills of the trade until you 
could do what was expected of you. Since Jesus says 
that we will perish if we do not repent (Luke 13:3), 
shouldn’t we learn what it means to repent? You 
see, repentance isn’t merely feeling regret for sins 
we have committed. It isn’t the act of confessing our 
sins or even asking forgiveness. When can you say 
that you have truly repented? 

Although regret itself is not repentance, repent-
ance is the effect of godly sorrow. The word most 
often translated “repent” in the New Testament is 
one that literally means to change one’s mind. This 

change begins in the honest heart that is filled with 
remorse over sin. Repentance is changing our mind-
set, our decision-making paradigm, and it is one of 
the most difficult things you will ever choose to do. 
If genuine repentance is the effect of godly sorrow, 
then the effect of worldly sorrow is death. Just look 
at Peter and Judas as an example of the difference: 
Judas’ remorse led him to a self-made gallows, but 
Peter’s led him back to his Lord. Regret will drive 
you to despair of past failures, but repentance brings 
the blessed assurance that your past failures will not 
destroy your future. 

The fruit of repentance becomes evident to all 
who know our faults. Like the wind (John 3:8), re-
pentance is not something that you can see, but you 
can see its effects. When many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees came to his baptism, John told them to 
“bear fruits worthy of repentance” (Matthew 3:8). 
When we change the way we think, the way we act 
is certain to follow suit. We no longer participate in 
sinful behavior as we did before (1 Peter 4:1–4). The 
man who once stole for his living now earns his 
wages by honest means, and he even gives to those 
in need (Ephesians 4:28). Our manner of speech 
changes (Ephesians 4:25, 29), and so does the com-

(Continued on page 4) 

TIME FOR A CHANGE By Roby Ellis 
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COME VISIT WITH US 

The church building is located southeast of Mur-

ray  one mile off highway 641 - Near the corner 

of the Green Plain and Murray Paris Roads. We 

look forward to seeing you! 

THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 

July 2016 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Larry Enoch 

 

PRESIDE AT THE LORDôS TABLE 

AM: James Pigg & Mike Ernstberger 

Substitute: Chad Canter 

 

ASSIST AT THE LORDôS TABLE: 

AM:  Jesse Vincent & Preston Barrett 

Substitute:  Cody Canter 

 

Sunday PM 

7-3ðJames 

7-10ðMike 

7-17ðJames 

7-24ðMike 

7-31ðJames 

OPENING PRAYER: 

7-3ðLarry Enoch 

7-10ðJonnie Hutchison 

7-17ðRex Enoch 

7-24ðJim Lowrie 

7-31ðPerry Jarvis 

CLOSING PRAYER: 

7-3ðBobby Hall 

7-10ðHayes Grady 

7-17ðPreston Barrett 

7-24ðCharles Enoch 

7-31ðDavid Thompson 

 

COUNT CONTRIBUTION: 

Jesse Vincent & Preston Barrett 

 

COLLECT COMMUNION CUPS 

Jackson & Casey 

 

SONG LEADERS: 

Sunday Morning: Charles Enoch 

Sunday Evening: Chad Canter 

Wednesday: Mike Ernstberger 

Substitute: Larry Enoch 

GREETERS:  David & Ann Thompson 

USHER: Bobby Hall 

Greet the Elder: Mike Ernstberger 

Lawn Care: Larry Enoch 

  

If you are unable to serve, please  con-

tact Chad Canter at 270-873-7509 

 GOSPEL BROADCASTING 

   NETWORK 

The Truth Proclaimed 24/7 
 

Watch online at gbntv.org 
YouTube, Apple & Android Apps, WK&T 

(ch. 46), 6:00 am Sunday: Dish Network 

(ch. 276) and Direct TV (ch. 376) 

pany that we keep (2 Corinthians 6:14). Are the fruits of repentance visi-
ble in your life? 

We will always come to regret the sins that we commit (see Genesis 
42:21; Numbers 21:7; Judges 2:4), but as Paul told the Corinthians, gen-
uine repentance is never regretted (2 Corinthians 7:10). If we know that 
this is so, why is it so difficult to bring ourselves to repent? Why did 
Paul himself kick against the goads for so long (Acts 26:14)? Perhaps he 
was afraid he would fail. And at least he was successful as a persecutor. 
After he finally took that step, however, do you think he ever regretted 
becoming a Christian (Philippians 3:4–11)? Repentance is a choice you 
will never regret, from now until eternity. 

—Elizabethton church of Christ Website 

(Continued from page 3) 


