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CHURCH DISCIPLINE #1 By David Brown

There is probably no area in which
both Christians and churches are so lax as
in the area of discipline. This article is an
attempt to compile the New Testament
teachings on this subject so that we can
review these scriptures collectively and
solidify our knowledge of this subject.
This should enable us to take those actions
which are most pleasing to the Lord in this
regard.

As with all other subjects, we need to
recognize that, separate from individual
action, "the church" can do nothing. It only
accomplishes the work which God has giv-
en it when individuals recognize their per-
sonal responsibilities. As individuals, we
can either act independently or in concert
with the rest of the church. We will begin
our study with a review of our individual
responsibilities, most of which require in-
dependent action. This will be followed by
a consideration of our collective responsi-
bilities. Finally, a section will be devoted
to a general discussion of the meaning of
fellowship and withdrawal.

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY
FOR DISCIPLINE

We often hear complaints concerning
a lack of discipline, and there is generally
an element of truth in most of them. Before
we attempt to place blame, however, rec-
ognize that all formal disciplinary actions
begin with individual action (Mt. 18: 15-
17). It is only when these individual ac-
tions fail to obtain an acceptable response
that the entire church must get involved.

To involve the church prematurely is
a breach of our Lord's instructions, as is
the involvement of anyone who need not
be involved. However, this does not excuse
any of us from our personal obligations.

Let us review some New Testament

teachings so that we can better understand
our responsibilities in this regard:

1. God does not want us to do any-
thing which would indicate our approval of
sin (2 Cor. 6: 14 - 7:1), especially that
committed by other Christians.

2. It is the responsibility of those who
are "spiritual" to communicate with and
attempt to restore those who are
"overtaken in any trespass" (Gal. 6: 1-2).

3. The considerations of discipline
apply to doctrinal issues (i.e., "going be-
yond that which is written") as well as
moral matters (2 Jn. 9-11).

4. The principles of Mt. 18 instruct us
to restrict those who are involved to those
who are necessary to bring about repent-
ance, recognizing that if it is not forthcom-
ing more individuals, and ultimately the
entire church, must be involved.

5. The primary motivation for initiat-
ing this action is the love for the soul of
the offender (1 Cor. 5: 5; Gal 6: 1-2; 2
Thes. 3: 6-15). If, in fact, this is not the
motivation for our actions, then our prob-
lem is not with the offender, it is with our-
selves. We need to address this before we
will be able to help others (Mt. 7: 1-2).

6. A secondary motivation is to keep
the church pure and free from the reproach
of the world (1 Cor. 5: 6).

There might be some question as to
whether the instructions in Mt. 18 apply to
all disciplinary actions, since most ver-
sions include the terms "against you" in
verse 15. [A footnote in the American
Standard version indicates that many an-
cient manuscripts omit this, but let us as-
sume that it, in fact, belongs in the text.]
Those who assert that Mt. 18: 15-17 does
not apply in general make a distinction

(Continued on page 3)
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NEWS AND NOTES

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain members: Paul Brandon, Lori Brandon, Jim Fielder, Peggy
Jarvis, Rex Enoch, Will Ed Travis, Dean & Mary Crutchfield, Katelyn and Vickie Canter, Tina
Wyatt Simmons, Joanne Barnes. Frank Towery, Maxine Pool, Nancy Meacham, Hayes Grady and Car-
olyn Bryars.
Family and Friends: Harold and Betty Pond, Harry Lovett, Kenneth Mizell, Will and Nancy Winches-
ter, Lora Pettigrew, Wallace Parker, Nancy Flowers, Nolan Murray, Tina Adams, Kristen Scott, Robin
Pera, Marilyn Machado, Brittany Jackson Harry Lovett, Jaclyn Jillion. Les Kiser (Mike & Dolly), Debra
Galloway, Naomi Pigg, Byron White, Mark Hatcher, Karen Burkhart, Ken Holt , Meredith Enoch and
Irvin Arrant. If you know of those who need to be added or removed from our prayer list please let us
know.

e Pantry items for December 3rd—Peanut Butter; 10th—Carrots; 17th—Paper Towels; 24th—
Toothpaste; 31st—Children’s toothbrushes.
e Please remember our snacks for the hospital program and place your items in the baskets in the lobby.

e PASS IT ON! When you have finished reading this bulletin, why not pass it on to a loved one, friend or
neighbor. Use this as a tool to spread the gospel. Or, pick up extra copies to hand or mail to others.

e See our Facebook page for announcements, updates and articles. Access to past editions of this bulletin
are available on our website at http://greenplainchurchofchrist.org.

[m] e Visit our webpage at http://greenplainchurchofchrist.org. Scan the image to access with
=F.% your mobile device.

=¥t o Please continue to pray for the preachers this congregation is supporting in India and for
: Dale Foster as he continues in that work. There is a new report from Dale on the bulletin board.

e Lok for our newspaper article on the worship page of the Murray Times and Ledger each
Saturday. If you would like for us to answer a Bible question for you in this article please send your
question or hand it to Jonnie and we will do our best to include it in an upcoming article.

e “Gospel preachers have the responsibility to “preach the Word” to “reprove, rebuke and exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2). Fulfilling this responsibility is not always easy but it is al-
ways right and absolutely necessary to the salvation of previous souls. Any preacher who loves God and
the lost and erring will speak the truth in love no matter the consequences to himself.”

e “Do you love the truth? Do you love it enough to obey it? Do you love it enough to live it daily? Do you
love it enough to teach it to others? (Read 2 Thessalonians 2:10).”

LESSONS TODAY

RESEARCH
QUESTION
So  True or False: 1 Corin-
)'"" thians 2:9, “Eye has not Sunda.v AM

seen, nor ear heard, Nor “Renewing Our Passion For God”

have entered into the
heart of man The things
which God has prepared

for those who love Him” is speaking spe- S un d ay PM

cifically of heaven? “Fundan"lenta|S'
Last Week How did the Hebrew writer )
describe “hope™? Satan—His Origin and Nature”

Answer: As the “anchor of the soul both
sure and steadfast” (Hebrews 6:19).
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(Continued from page 1)

between sins against individual Christians ("against
you") and sins which are against God (but not "against
you"). We challenge the reader to come up with an ex-
ample of a sin which would be against God but which
would not be against every Christian with which the of-
fender associates. Allowing that such an example could
be found, we ask: would such ever be the subject of dis-
ciplinary action? Finally, even among those who make
such a distinction, most still believe that Mt. 18: 15-17
applies to all disciplinary actions in principle, since it is
the only example which we have for dealing with issues
of this type.

Thus, departures from the pattern of Mt. 18 should
only be made when other principles might be violated.
At least two examples of this are presented in the New
Testament. In 2 Jn. 10 the apostle specifies immediate
actions to be applied probably because it involves public
teaching. [Clearly, those who put themselves in a posi-
tion of influencing others must be dealt with in a more
timely way due to their ability to inflict damage on the
cause (see also James 3 and Acts 8: 18-24).] Similarly,
in Gal. 2, Paul immediately withstood Peter to the face
to counter the negative influence of Peter's public sin.
We can also see cases in which a woman (or perhaps a
novice) might have difficulty applying Mt. 18 without

consultation (or possibly assistance) from others. Simi-
larly, it would be ill-advised for a man to privately con-
front a woman about certain sins. But these are excep-
tions which neither disprove the rule nor the principles
upon which it is are based. The principle of love and
concern for the sinner which leads us to desire a resolu-
tion with the minimal involvement and pain to everyone
cannot be refuted.

Those initiating disciplinary action need to be very
concerned that they do not compound the sin (and possi-
bly further contribute to it) by using improper means of
addressing it. We recognize that sin in approaching dis-
cipline does not justify the first sin. [We have seen this
smokescreen used all too often]. However, given the
above scriptures, those who are attempting to administer
discipline can also be guilty of sin if they do not ap-
proach this responsibility with love or apply the speci-
fied methods if at all possible.

In summary, our individual responsibilities to one
another in this regard are quite simple. The problem is
not that we fail to understand them,; it is that we fail to
do them.

[Next Week Part 2 - Collective Discipline]

CHRISTIANS WIN SOULS FOR CHRIS'I|'

WATCH

OChri st was ad soul vpi'%neﬁlBLE AN
Luke 10:10
i : d QThe tland’s: CW_
8The Earnle)éSD|SC|pIe\ WVgQVX(Pe?dm?Zi,ﬁ(y)WIW
Acts 9 at 8 AM (Sundays)
Al'l are required & a \
personal evangel Gospel Broadcasting Network
Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16 .30 PH {Cenral onSeurays and .30 PH (Cental on Thursdys,
OWe are debtors _ _
Romans 1:14-17 To view programs online
8A Great Work ®or Zhri_stgpgonhétp://
Matthew 16:26 abibleanswertv.org/
dHel ps-pseberdati oh or YouTube.com
Matthew 16:14-26 o e el -
. verseen by the elders o e
Win souls for the Lord! Philips Street church of Christ
Dyersburg, TN

S5 WE




Page 4

Green Plain Proclaimer

COME VISIT WITH US
The church building is located southeast of Murray one mile off high-

We look forward to seeing you!
A warm and friendly welcome awaits!
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