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WHAT WILL NOT CHANGE INTHE
NEW YEAR by Jonnie Hutchison

The inspired Solomon penned
the words, “That which has been
is what will be, That which is
done is what will be done, And
there is nothing new under the
sun’ (Ecclesiastes 1:9 NKJV). As
the years pass the words of this
passage ring true. The basic
things of life do not change. Yes,
there are new technologies, new
medical treatments and devices,
new buildings built, new cars
made and purchased, new discov-
eries of various kinds. Yet, there
are things that do not change.
Things that are not new nor will
they ever be new.

The basic nature of man
will not change. Contrary to the
belief of some, man is not evolv-
ing into something other than he
has always been. God -created
man in His image and likeness
(Genesis 1:26). Man is both a
physical and a spiritual being.
The scripture tells us that we
have an “outward man” that is
perishing and an “inward man”
that is being renewed daily (2
Cor. 4:6). God has given natural
law to govern the physical man
and spiritual law to govern the
spiritual man. Man is a free moral

agent with the ability to choose
his path in life. Man lives and
man dies (Hebrews 9:27). This
new year will bring no change in
these basis traits of man.

Sin and it’s eternal conse-
quences will not change. “the
soul that sins shall die” (Eze.
18:20). Man attempts to change
the definition of sin. Sin is still a
transgression of God’s law and
that definition is permanent and
not subject to change (1 John
3:4). Calling evil good does not
make it good nor does it change
God’s definition of what consti-
tutes sin. Nor does it change the
truth that “the wages of sin is
death.....” (Romans 6:23).

The Word of God will not
change! One may ignore it, deny
it, ridicule it, and abuse it but
God’s Word does not change! All
attempts to destroy the Word of
God will ultimately fail. The
Psalmist wrote, “Forever, Oh
Lord, your Word is settled in
heaven” (Psalm 119:89). Peter
wrote, “...For the Word of the
Lord endureth forever” (1 Peter
1:25). All attempts to change the
Word of God will result in eternal

(Continued on page 3)
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NEWS AND NOTES

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain members: Paul Brandon, Lori Brandon, Jim Fielder, Peggy
Jarvis, Rex Enoch, Will Ed Travis, Dean & Mary Crutchfield, Katelyn and Vickie Canter, Tina
Wyatt Simmons, Joanne Barnes. Frank Towery, Maxine Pool, Nancy Meacham, Hayes Grady and
Carolyn Bryars. Several have been suffering from flu, colds, and other ailments.
Family and Friends: Betty Pond, Harry Lovett, Kenneth Mizell, Will and Nancy Winchester, Lora Pet-
tigrew, Wallace Parker, Nancy Flowers, Nolan Murray, Tina Adams, Kristen Scott, Robin Pera, Marilyn
Machado, Brittany Jackson Jaclyn Jillion. Les Kiser (Mike & Dolly), Debra Galloway, Naomi Pigg, By-
ron White, Mark Hatcher, Karen Burkhart, Ken Holt , Meredith Enoch and Anna Arrant. If you know of
those who need to be added or removed from our prayer list please let us know.

e Our sympathy and love is extended to the family of Irvan Arrant who passed from this life this past
week. Our prayers are with you.

e AREA EVENTS: Area Wide Singing at the Hardin church of Christ, January 12th. 7-11 pm. See the
bulletin board for additional information.

e Pantry items for January: .7—Mayonnaise; 14—Mustard; 21—Apple Sauce; 28—Green Beans
e Please remember our snacks for the hospital program and place your items in the baskets in the lobby.

e PASS IT ON! When you have finished reading this bulletin, why not pass it on to a loved one, friend or
neighbor. Use this as a tool to spread the gospel. Or, pick up extra copies to hand or mail to others.

- e See our Facebook page for announcements, updates and articles. Access to past editions of
:'.;#E:hﬁ this bulletin are available on our website at http://greenplainchurchofchrist.org.
o -# .

'll:;r. ti‘& e Visit our webpage at http://greenplainchurchofchrist.org. Scan the image to access with
r= " ]

your mobile device.

e Please continue to pray for the preachers this congregation is supporting in India and for
Dale Foster as he continues in that work. Reports of the work in India are located on the bulle-
tin board in the auditorium.

e Lok for our newspaper article on the worship page of the Murray Times and Ledger each Saturday.
Thanks for your recent comments on these articles. Our intent is to teach God’s truth and bring as many
as possible back to the Bible as the sole source of faith and practice. Please pray for this effort and for
those who are reading that their minds might be receptive to the truth
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loss (Gal. 1:6-9; Rev. 22:18-19). Yes, the
new year will see no change in the Word of
God.

The Need of A Savior Will Not
Change! Sin is still sin and “all have sinned
and come short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23). Men and women may
ignore and reject the reality of both God and
sin but such does not change the truth about
either. Because of the universality of sin
mankind will need a Savior in 2018. That
Savior is Jesus Christ. When Jesus took up-
on Himself the form of man He did so in or-
der to shed His precious blood as a sacrifice
for sin. Through His shed blood sinners may
receive the forgiveness of sin and the hope
of eternal life (Matthew 26:28; 1 Peter
1:19). Until Jesus comes again in judgment
there will be the constant need for a Savior.

Yes, many things will not change in the
New Year. However, there are things that
should change in our lives if we are not liv-
ing in harmony with the will of God. W

A Change in Attitude. What is your at-
titude toward serving God? Jesus said in
Matthew 22:37-38, ""You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind." 38 This is the
first and great commandment.” With the
proper attitude toward God and His word
2018 can be a great year.

A Change in Direction. Rather than
concentrating on wordily things we should
have our minds focused on those things
above. “Set your affection on things above,
not on things on the earth” (Col. 3:2). One
may walk the broad way that leads to de-
struction or the strait and narrow way that
leads to life (Matthew 7:13-14). Which way
are your walking? You have it within your
ability to change directions by submission to
the will of God. (Hebrews 5:8-9).

A Change in Relationship. One is ei-
ther “in Christ” or out of Christ. Those who
are not “in Christ” have no spiritual rela-
tionship with Him. To get “into Christ” re-
quires a penitent believer to confess faith in
Christ and to be immersed in water to reach
the cleansing blood of Jesus thus having
ones sins washed away (Acts 22:16). . The
inspired Paul wrote, “Ye are all the children
of God by faith. For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27). One thus saved
is added by the Lord to His church (Acts
2:47) and a brand new relationship has taken
place.

We plead with each reader to let 2018 be
the year of your spiritual birth. And, if as a
Christian you have been unfaithful to the
Lord, let 2018 be the year you repent and
return to your Lord.

WATCH
OA BI

WQWQ The Heartland’s CW
(Paducah, Ky)

at 8 AM (Sundays)

Gospel Broadcasting Network

6:30 PM (Central) on Saturdays and 3:30 PM (Central) on Thursdays.

To view programs online
go to http://
abibleanswertv.org/
or YouTube.com

Overseen by the elders of the
Philips Street church of Christ
Dyersburg, TN
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COME VISIT WITH US THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE

The church building is located southeast of Murray one mile off high- January 2018

way 641 - Near the corner of the Green Plain and Murray Paris Roads. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Larry Engch
We look forward to seeing you! PRESI DE AT THE| LORD
A warm and friendly welcome awaits! AM: James Pigg & Mike Ernstbejrger

STEPS o SALVATION: '

ASSI ST AT THE |[LORD¢
AM: Dave Thompson & Preston Barrett

Remain Substitute: Cody Canter
AouSINNERTOSAVED o /" " F S
\S o CO1211 70 James
Baptlsm Re2.10 145 Mike
intoChrist 21 James
Confess Mk 10.16; 28 Mike
RithRo 1P3.21

OPENING PRAYER:
70 Larry Enoch
145 Jonnie Hutchison
216 Hayes Grady

28 Jim Lowrie

CLOSING PRAYER:
70 Perry Jarvis

Spint  Ro10.13f 145 Roy Wyatt

et 1044 What must 21 Presion Barrett
[ doto be COUNT CONTRIBLIIO
saved?! COLLECT COMMUNION CupPs

Jackson & Nathan

SONG LEADERS:
Sunday Morning: Charles Eno

Sunday Evening: Perry Jarvis
Wednesday: Chad Canter
Substitute: Mike Ernstberger
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GOSPEL BROADCASTING

NETWORK

View Online at GBNTV.ORG USHERChad Canter

Greet the EldeMike

L CaraeN/A
Also available on YouTube and Facebook. Apps for iOS & android f awn Tr |
devices available. View the .pdf for additional ways to view GBN at If you are unable to serve, please

http://adobe. | y/ 2d15]Egpdcaneraemsm
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