
 

Schedule of  

Services 

 Sunday 

Bible Classes  

   10:00 am 

Morning Worship 

   10:45 am 

Evening Worship 

   6:00 pm  

 Wednesday 

Bible Classes 7:00 pm 

Elders 

 Mike Ernstberger  

270-753-2108 

 James Pigg  

270-759-2145 

 Chad Canter 

270-873-7509 

Location 

 Green Plain Church of Christ 

3980 Murray Paris Road 

Hazel, KY 42049 

 Phone: (270) 492-8206 

 Email: greenplain@ 

greenplainchurchofchrist.org 
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Deacons 

 Larry Enoch 

 Bobby Hall 

 Jesse Vincent 

Preacher 

 Jonnie Hutchison  

Cell: 270-978-7569 

Home: 270-492-8091 

Mission Work 
Dean Crutchfield—India 

Adam Evans—Tanzania 

WHEN THE GOING GET’S TOUGH  
By Jonnie Hutchison 

There is a saying that goes some-
thing like this: “When the going gets 
tough, the tough get going.” I don’t 
know who originated this thought, how-
ever, when the tough going gets tough, 
not everyone feels tough enough to han-
dle it alone. Thankfully, the Christian 
does not need to handle all the tough 
situations in life by himself or herself. 

When the going gets tough—
PRAY! The faithful Chr istian has the 
assurance that God both hears and an-
swers his/her prayers. 1 John 5:14-15 
reads, “Now this is the confidence that 
we have in Him, that if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears us. 15 
And if we know that He hears us, what-
ever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we have asked of Him.” 
The Christian who actively and consist-
ently goes to the Father in prayer will 
have no reservations about whether He 
hears or will answer those prayers. 
Sometimes when and how God answers 
our prayers may not coincide with our 
personal desires. He may not grant that 
for which we ask. Yet, our trust should 
never waver—our confidence in Him 
should never cease.  Our all-knowing 
God sees things we do not see and an-
swers according to what is best in any 
given situation. Paul asked three times 
that his “thorn in the flesh” might depart 
from him. But God answered, “My 
grace is sufficient  for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weak-
ness….” (2 Cor. 12:9). When the going 
got tough to what did Paul turn? He 
turned to prayer and to a reliance upon 
the sufficient grace of God.  

When the going gets tough—
READ AND FOLLOW GOD’S 
WORD! The Psalmist, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit wrote, “Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path” (Psalm 119:105). Far from being 
outdated or irrelevant, God’s Word pro-
vides infallible guidance for every cir-
cumstance one may encounter in life. 
The great failure is often in refusing to 
apply its truths to our lives, that is, to 
fail in living as it directs. When the go-
ing gets tough, and at every other time 
in life, we must let God’s Word light 
our path lest we stumble and fall. There 
is nothing “tougher” than the Word of 
God. Inspiration declares, “But the 
Word of the Lord endureth forever. And 
this is the Word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you” (1 Pet. 1:25). When 
the going gets tough, you can depend 
upon it. 

When the going gets tough—, 
KNOW GOD CARES! In the  tr ials 
of life is may seem like no one really 
cares. This is a false assumption. God 
never ceases caring for you and me re-
gardless of the circumstances of life. 
“Casting all your care upon Him, for 
He cares for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). 

When the going gets tough—
ACCEPT THE REALITY OF GOD’S 
PROMISES! It is impossible for  God 
to lie (Heb. 6:18) which indicates that 
every promise He has made to us will be 
fulfilled. He has promised His continued 
presence in our lives and to provide help 
in time of need (Heb. 13:5-6).  We can 
depend upon Him to supply what He has 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

NEWS AND NOTES 

 REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain members: Mary Lowrie,  Frank and Maxine Pool, Paul 
and Sue Brandon, Lori Brandon and Alex Barrett.. Nursing Homes: Margrette Stubblefield, Myrtlene 
Towery, Nancy Meacham, and Binitta Irvan. Family and Friends: Patricia Lovett, Harold Pond, Harry 
Lovett, Naomi Pigg, Norman Parker, Janie Suiter, Betty Jeffcoat, Nicole Lawrence, Virgil Hale, Kim 
Thomas, Kenneth Mizell, Stacy Hedrick, Cynthia Kearbey, Will and Nancy Winchester, Eva Darnell, 
Jason Sales, Kenny Stubblefield, Todd Hill, Wallace Parker, Ruthie Parker, and Lonnell Parker. 

 Our Sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of Jana 
Ward who passed from this life this past week.  

 January’s Calendar is available on the table in the lobby for  
those who would like to pick one up. 

 Pantry items for January: 3rd—Liquid Body Wash; 10th—Canned 
Soups; 17th—Mixed Vegetables;  24th—Cooking Oil; 31st—Canned 
Meats.  

 LOCAL EVENTS:   Elders/Deacons meeting is scheduled for Sun-
day January 17th after evening services.  

 Please remember our snacks for the hospital program and place your items in the baskets in the lobby. 
Thanks for supporting this program. 

 AREA EVENTS: Men’s Day at the Eastwood church of Christ in Pair, TN. January 16th, 9:00 am 
till 1:00 pm. Theme: Men: We Are Under Attack. Speakers are Randall Evans and B.J. Clarke. Lunch 
will be provided. See the bulletin board for additional details. 

 MISSION WORK: Continue to pray for  Dean Crutchfield and the Lord’s work in India and 
brother Adam Evans and the Lord’s work in Tanzania. See the mission board for the latest reports from 
these respective works. 

 PASS IT ON!! Please pass this bulletin on to a friend, relative, neighbor or fellow employee when you 
have finished reading it. Use it as a means to evangelize. Pick up some extra copies and distribute them 
to others. 

 A Big Thanks to James Pigg and Perry Jarvis for  filling in last Sunday on very shor t notice. This 
congregation is well blessed to have several men who are both willing and able to “fill in” when neces-
sary.  

 Remember if winter weather necessitates canceling of services we will start the calling tree to notify 
everyone. The latest calling tree list is available in the lobby. 
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RESEARCH  

QUESTION 

Who was the woman who 
became a queen and saved 
her people from utter de-
struction? 

Last Week: What does the 
book of James say we should 
say when we make our  
future plans? 

Answer: “If the Lord will we will do this 
or that” (James 4:15)  

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

greenplainchurchofchrist.org 
(Scan Image with your QR coder Reader to go to website) 

LESSONS TODAY 
Sunday 10:45 AM 

“What Is Heaven Like?” 
 

Sunday 6:00 PM 
“A Bible Example of  

Confessing Sin” 
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GOSPEL BROADCASTING NETWORK" 
...a satellite network, broadcasting the truth and nothing but the truth, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a weeké 

                                             GBNTV.ORG 

promised! When the going gets tough let each of us 
endeavor to be as Abraham of whom it is said, “He 
did not waver at the promise of God through unbe-
lief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to 
God”  (Romans 4:20). 

When the going gets  tough—THINK OF 
HEAVEN! Remember  that this physical life is 
only a temporary existence and this earth was never 
intended to be our permanent residence. We are on-
ly “strangers and pilgrims on the earth”  who are 
looking for a “a better, that is, a heavenly  coun-
try” (Hebrews 11:13-18). Think of the things that 
bring you the greatest joy in this life. That earthly 
joy pales in comparison to the joy which will be the 
experience of the faithful child of God in heaven! In 
heaven the going will never get tough for the things 
of this life which produce such will have ceased to 

exist (Rev. 21:4). When Jesus was breaking the 
news to his disciples that He was going away to 
where did He direct their thoughts? “Let not your 
heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions…I 
go to prepare a place for you….” (John 14:1-2). 
The apostles would face much difficulty and many 
trials in the absence of Jesus, but when the going 
got tough Jesus directed their thoughts to heaven.  

All of us face difficulty in this life and that is 
true of the faithful child of God. Yet, when the go-
ing gets tough we do not have to handle it all on our 
own. We can cast our cares upon God who loves us 
so much that He sent His only begotten Son to pro-
vide both the means of forgiveness and the hope of 
everlasting life in heaven. (John 3:16; Romans 5:8-
9).  

Have we ever manipulated our bathroom scale 
in a self-satisfying manner because we weigh too 
much? The little adjustment knob on the scale 
serves to vary the register, and if that becomes too 
much bother, we can lean a certain way. The whole 
idea is to get a favorable reading — hopefully one 
that reads a few pounds less. 

We live in an age when many folks believe 
there are no absolutes. Self-serving behavior is ram-
pant, disregarding any moral laws given for the pro-
tection of our society. Our culture prides itself on a 
so-called “freedom” that is actually slavery to sin 
(Romans 6:16-17). 

However, let it be known that the God of the 
Bible is the God of absolutes whose scales never 
lose their adjustment. With Him, a pound is a 

pound, right is right, and wrong is wrong (cf. Prov-
erbs 11:1; Proverbs 20:23; Isaiah 5:20). He says, “I 
am the Lord, I do not change” (Malachi 3:6). 

As Christians, this puts steel into our spiritual 
backbone. We gain confidence in the face of diffi-
culty (Ephesians 6:18-20; cf. Acts 28:30-31) and are 
assured of the fulfillment of every divine promise 
(cf. Romans 15:8; 2 Corinthians 1:18-20). 

If God were easily swayed by every whim or 
notion, our eternal destiny would be in constant 
jeopardy. But because He is the Unchanging One, 
we have His promise of eternal life (1 John 2:24-25; 
cf. 2 Timothy 1:1; Titus 1:1-2). 

Today and everyday, let’s thank the God of ab-
solutes for His unchanging promises (Hebrews 6:10
-20). 

THE GOD OF ABSOLUTES By Mike Riley 

ACCEPTANCE 
   From rejected to useful. That describes how much Mark changed in Paul’s eyes between Acts 15 and 2 
Timothy 4. Mark didn’t let  Paul’s earlier opinion of him get in his way of serving Christ, but persisted 
through his own conviction and fixed what needed fixing and improved what needed improving. So should 
we!  
   Is there any improvement you need to make in your life to be a better servant of the Lord? Just like Mark, 
each of us have it within our ability to make the changes we need to make in our lives. 



 

THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 

January 2016 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Chad Canter 

 

PRESIDE AT THE LORDôS TABLE 

AM:  James Pigg & Mike Ernstberger 

Substitute: Bobby Hall 

 

ASSIST AT THE LORDôS TABLE: 

AM:  Dave Thompson and Preston Barrett 

Substitute:  Cody Canter 

 

Sunday PM 

1-3ðJames Pigg 

1-10ðMike Ernstberger 

1-17ðJames Pigg 

1-24ðMike Ernstberger 

1-31ðJames Pigg 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER: 

1-3ðLarry Enoch 

1-10ðJonnie Hutchison 

1-17ðChad Canter 

1-24ðJim Lowrie 

1-31ðPerry Jarvis 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: 

1-3ðBobby Hall 

1-10ðCharles Enoch 

1-17ðPreston Barrett 

1-24ðHayes Grady 

1-31ðDave Thompson 

 

COUNT CONTRIBUTION: 

Dave Thompson and Preston Barrett 

 

COLLECT COMMUNION CUPS 

Jackson Hale and Kye Luffman 

 

SONG LEADERS: 

Sunday Morning: Charles Enoch 

Sunday Evening: Mike Ernstberger 

Wednesday: Chad Canter 

Substitute: Cody Canter 

 

GREETERS:  Jim and Mary Lowrie 

USHER: Larry Enoch 

Greet the Elder: Mike Ernstberger 

  

If you are unable to serve, please  

contact Chad Cantor at 270-873-7509 
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COME VISIT WITH US 

The church building is located southeast of Mur-

ray  one mile off highway 641 - Near the corner 

of the Green Plain and Murray Paris Roads.  

A warm and friendly welcome awaits! 

Please enroll me in a 
free Bible Study 

___ “Back to the Bible” Home Bible Study (conducted by our teach-

ers in your home or at our building) 

___  Free Bible Correspondence Course through the mail. (all post-

age paid) 

___  DVD—Searching for Truth (mailed to your home). 

Your Name: 

____________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: 

_________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ State _________________   

 Zip _________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________ 

Religious Affiliation ___________________________________ 

 Clip and mail to: Green Plain Church of Christ—3980 Murray Paris 

Road- Hazel, KY 4204.9 


