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PATTERN THEOLOGY  By Kevin Cauley 

The plea of churches of 
Christ today is to restore New Tes-
tament Christianity into the lives 
of as many as will receive the gos-
pel message. It is not sufficient to 
merely preach the gospel, without 
expecting those who claim to be-
lieve it to restore to their lives the 
truth that is contained within that 
gospel. To this end, the churches 
of Christ preach and teach that the 
gospel contains all of the infor-
mation that we need to do this (2 
Peter 1:3; 2 Timothy 3:17). This 
revealed information constitutes a 
pattern whereby those that con-
form to it and abide by it restore 
New Testament Christianity into 
their life. It is with this pattern 
that we are concerned in this par-
ticular study. 

There are those today who 
say that the New Testament con-
tains no such pattern and in so af-
firming, also must affirm the im-
possibility of restoration. If there 
is no pattern, then certainly one 
cannot restore New Testament 
Christianity. However, if the New 
Testament does contain such a 
pattern, then not only is restora-
tion of New Testament Christiani-
ty possible, we must restore it to 
be pleasing to God. Hence, the 
plea of the churches of Christ to-

day rests upon this one pivotal 
question; namely, does the New 
Testament contain a pattern of in-
formation, whereby when we con-
form to that pattern we have re-
stored New Testament Christiani-
ty? 

Jesus tells us that there is a 
pattern. In explaining the Parable 
Of The Sower, Jesus says, “The 
seed is the word of God” (Luke 
8:11). From examining this para-
ble we take Jesus to mean that the 
proverbial seed refers to God’s 
word, and that the word of God, as 
illustrated within the parable, has 
the properties of a seed. Just what 
are the properties of a seed? We 
recognize that a seed contains eve-
rything within it to restore the 
plant from which it came. There is 
a pattern within a seed which na-
ture follows to restore from that 
seed a living and breathing organ-
ism. We don’t expect that a seed 
with the pattern of an apple tree 
would restore an orange tree, and 
vice versa. We expect a seed that 
contains the pattern of an apple 
tree, when that pattern is followed 
by nature, to restore an apple tree. 
So is the word of God. When indi-
viduals follow God’s word, restor-

(Continued on page 3) 



 

NEWS AND NOTES 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Green Plain members:  Faye Travis,  Peggy Jarvis, Rex Enoch,  
Mary Crutchfield, Joanne Barnes, Maxine Pool, Hayes and Marjorie Grady, Jim Fielder, 
Griselda Adams, Larry Enoch,  Carolyn Byars, and Mary and Jim Lowrie.  

Family and Friends: Helen Tidwell, Jenne Pool, Teresa Tacker, Betty Pond,  Bryan White, 
Meredith Enoch, Kenneth Mizell,  Janice Canter, Andrea Phillips, Donald and Dorothy 
Cook, Sandra Cook Downs, Kevin Smith,  Dale Pentecost, Jaime Aguavo, Jr., Brett Wyatt, 
and Kerry Thompson. Please let us know of those who have improved or any one who needs 
to be added to this list. 

• WE HAVE RETURNED! We have returned  to our pre-pandemic schedule of Bible clas-
ses and worship services. Bible classes at 10:00 am; morning worship at 10:50 am, Sun-
day evening worship at 6:00 pm and Wednesday Bible study at 7:00 pm.  Masks and so-
cial distancing are still to be practiced and other safety measure remain in effect. We are 
thankful for our visitors we have had and encourage you to return to be with us again. 

• PANTRY ITEMS May 2021: 2—Paper Towels;  9—Sweet Pickles 16—Canned 
Beets; 23—Creamed Corn; 30— Spaghetti. Please bring any additional items you wish 
for the “blessing box” which is located next to the breezeway on the north side of the 
building. 

• May 2021 Anniversaries: 16-Charles & Betty Enoch Birthdays: 19-Peyton Smith; 24-
Charles Enoch; 27-Ann Thompson; 29-Mary Vincent. If we have left anyone out please 
let us know.  

• Study the Bible in Your Own Home. Enroll in a Completely Free Bible Correspond-
ence Course. Send your name, complete mailing address and phone number to: Green 
Plain church of Christ—3980 Murray Paris Road—Hazel, KY 42049 or enroll online at 
http://greenplainchurchofchrist.org or email greenplain@greenplainchurchofchrist.org. 

• Rather than trying to change God’s Word to fit your lifestyle, God expects you to 
change your lifestyle to fit His Word (Read Acts 17:30-31;2 Tim. 3:16-17).  
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ONLINE SPIRITUAL RESOURCES  
Gospel Broadcasting Network 

https://gbntv.org/ 
 

World Video Bible School 
https://store.wvbs.org/wvbs-splashpage.html 

 
A Bible Answer 

https://abibleanswertv.org/ 
 

Good News Today 
http://gnttv.org/ 

 
In Search of the Lord’s Way 

http://searchtv.org/ 

TODAY’S  
SERMONS 

 
AM: David Nance will present 

the morning lesson. 
Welcome David! 

PM:  “All Authority Resides 
in God” 
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ing to life out of that word what God put into 
it, they will find themselves conforming to a 
pattern that will create what God desires it to 
create, namely, a Christian. In so doing, they 
will find that they have restored what God 
placed into His word. With such, God will be 
pleased. 

The opposite of this is that when we 
neglect the word of God in such a way so as 
to remove part of God’s pattern or even to 
add other things to God’s pattern, we will not 
get what God desires and God will not be 
pleased. One of the lessons that we learn in 
this regard comes from Cain and Abel. We 
remember the story. Cain was a tiller of the 
ground and Abel was a shepherd. Cain of-
fered in worship to God from the fruit of the 
ground, but Abel brought of the firstlings of 
his flock. God had respect toward Abel’s 
worship, but God was not pleased with the 
worship of Cain (Genesis 4:1-5). Why was it 
that God was pleased with Abel’s worship, 
but not with Cain’s? The book of Hebrews 
helps us to understand the answer. Hebrews 
11:4 states, “By faith Abel offered unto God 
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by 
which he obtained witness that he was right-
eous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he 
being dead yet speaketh.” 1 John 3:12 also 
helps us to understand; this passage says that 
Cain’s works were evil, but Abel’s were 
righteous. How could Abel’s works be right-
eous? Had not Abel sinned and fallen from 
God? How could Abel present a work of 
righteousness before God? We must conclude 
that God instructed Abel in how to please 
Him. Abel heard God’s word and presented 
that offering by faith, for faith comes by 
hearing God’s word (Romans 10:17). It was 
thus that Abel had a pattern from God. No 
doubt, Cain had been told of this same pat-
tern; Cain simply did not follow it. By not 
following it, Cain offered worship that was 
according to his own righteousness and not 

pleasing to God. We learn from this not only 
that Abel followed a pattern, but also that 
fallen man needs a pattern so as not to pre-
sent to God a righteousness of his own. 

To illustrate this further, we turn to Ad-
am and Eve. Prior to Adam and Eve’s fall, 
man was in about as pattern less a state as 
man could ever be. There was but one law by 
which to abide, and as long as man abode by 
that law, he could do any other thing he 
wanted to do and live forever and never be 
displeasing to God. Once, however, man fell, 
man no longer could please God with just 
any behavior. It became necessary for God to 
tell man what to do in order for man to please 
God. This necessitated God’s creation and 
delivery of a pattern to man. This is illustrat-
ed for us in Adam’s attempt to clothe himself 
after the fall. Standing naked before God he 
attempted to cover himself and woefully 
failed. God, however, made coats out of ani-
mal skins and thus covered man’s nakedness 
and established the divine pattern for so do-
ing. In this pattern we see man’s dependence 
upon God for righteousness. When we follow 
God’s pattern for that righteousness, man is 
covered. Without it, man stands naked. 

Man’s failures at his own coverings 
transfer to his attempts at worship as well. 
We have already illustrated this in the story 
of Cain and Abel. Because man could not ap-
proach God with a righteousness of his own, 
this necessitated God delivering a pattern for 
worship. Fallen man cannot present worship 
to God without some kind of God given pat-
tern of worship. Since that time it has been 
universally true that when man by faith pre-
sents the pattern of worship that God has giv-
en, man lives within God’s righteousness. 
However, should man step outside of that 
pattern and act on his own in worship to God, 
man creates a righteousness after his own 
pattern and not after God’s pattern. In so cre-

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 



 

Page 4            Green Plain Proclaimer 

COME VISIT WITH US 

The church building is located 

southeast of Murray  one mile off highway 

641 - Near the corner of the Green Plain 

and Murray Paris Roads.  We look  forward to seeing you!   

A warm and friendly welcome awaits! 

TRUTH.FM 
Internet Radio 

Download App or  
listen online 

https://www.truth.fm/ 

ating his own pattern, man can never truly 
restore God’s order of things. However, if 
man humbles himself, goes back to the pat-
tern of God, and follows that pattern, beauti-
ful restoration occurs. This is true in matters 
concerning worship, salvation, the organiza-
tion of the church, the behavior of Christians, 
and many other things whereby we, as man, 
must approach God. 

Today, the blood of Christ has dedicat-
ed the pattern of things which God has given 
us to approach Him (Hebrews 9:23, 24). This 
means that the pattern is pure and holy and 

that when one follows it in faith, one can ap-
proach God in purity and holiness with bold-
ness (Hebrews 10:19-22). When we so follow 
the pattern we will restore the things God 
wishes for us to restore in our lives. When we 
fail to follow that pattern, we do err and like 
Cain, do that which is evil. Let us not be 
about the business of approaching God based 
upon a righteousness of our own, but let us 
hold the pattern of sound words (2 Timothy 
1:13) and thereby approach God in His right-
eousness. 

—churchofchristarticles.com 
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